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BRIEF MEMOIRS, &c. 



SAMUEL, 

THE PROPHET OF THB LORD. IN HIS YOUTH. 



Jr Kw characters were ever more distinguished 
than this eminent person. He was remarkably 
holy and favoured of God. His youth gave 
promise of his future attainments. It is very 
^delightful to trace the first dawnings of piety, 
and to see a little child living under the fear of 
God^ and through grace beginning to serve him 
as soon as reason begins to open. The greatest 
men the Bible tells us of were good and pious 
children. This was particularly so with little 
Samuel. His family was one of the most honour- 
able in Judea. His father's name was Elkanah, 
who belonged to the tribe of Levi, which was 
peculiarly appointed to minister before God in 
holy things. They were very highly favoured, 
for though God gave them no inheritance in the 
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2 BRIEF MEMOIRS OF 

land of Judea, as he did unto their brethren 
of the other tribes, * he gave them a far no- 
bler inheritance, he gave them a portion in 
himself, and ordained that they should live of 
the altar, on the offerings which were brought 
by the people for himself. Elkanah belonged to 
the most honourable family of this tribe, the 
family of the Koathites. This family was after- 
wards appointed by David to minister before the 
dwelling place of the tabernacle, and were set 
over the service of song in the house of the Lord. 
Before we go on to speak of little Samuel him- 
self, it may be proper to mention the piety of his 
parents. They had learned to ask of God for 
every needful and desirable blessing in prayer, 
and we find, that even this their son was given 
to them in answer to prayer. He was the child 
of prayer* His mother Hannah, desired much to 
have a soii, whom she might devote toljrod from 
his youth. Yea, her heart was filled with grief, 
and she wept, and did not eat» because no son 
was given her ; and good Elkanah, her husband, 
said unto " Hai^nah, why weepest thou ? and 
why eatest thou not? and why is thy heart 
grieved ? am not I better to thee than ten sons ?" 
He thus tried to console her. But her soul was 
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full of trouble^ and her unkind enemy sought to 
increase her unhappiness. But out of love to 
her husband^ she raised up her head for a little 
while, and partook of some refreshment. She 
then went to pour out her sorrows before the 
Lord, '' and she was in bitterness of soul, and 
prayed unto the Lord, and wept sore. And she 
vowed a vow, and said, O Lord of Hosts, if thou 
wilt indeed look on the affliction of thine hand- 
maid ; and wilt give unto thine handmaid a man 
child, then I will give him unto the Lord all the 
days of his life, and there shall iio razor come 
upon his head." This prayer was a pattern of 
true devotion. It was offered up after she had 
united with her family in feeding on the peace- 
offerings, which they had presented in sacrifice 
unto God. It was no doubt a prayer of faith. 
It had reference to that sacrifice, or rather to the 
atoning sacrifice of which it was a type, expect- 
ing thus tp obtain an answer of peace from God. 
There was much earnestness in it ; it came from 
her heart, fbr she wept sore. It is very well 
when afiliction brings us to our knees. Her 
grief quickened, and excited her pious affections 
in prayer. The bitterness and anguish of her 
heart added warmth and energy to her petitions* 
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It vfBS thus also with the blessed Saviour^ who 
being in an agonif, prayed more earnestly. May 
our sorrows always thus be sanctified to us. She 
was very modest in her petitions. She asked 
not for many sons, or for many children. She 
asked only for one son, and she asked for that 
son only, , that he might be the Lord's. She 
sought not to be heard of men, or to be noticed 
as she prayed. She spake to God in her heart, 
and though the vehemence of her desires led her 
to move unconsciously her lips, she uttered no 
words with her mouth. Humble in soul, she 
desired not to make a fair show in the flesh. 
She called on the Lord by a most forcible and 
unusual name, O Lord of Hosts. This is the 
first time in which we are informed in Scripture, 
that this glorious title Was applied to God. Jeho- 
vah Sabaoth, or Lord of Hosts, is a most en- 
couraging and delightful name of the Almighty. 
It teaches us, that we need not fear what men 
may do against us, or what the wrath and malice 
of the evil one may devise for our hurt, if God 
be for us. He has power over all Hosts — over 
all armies. He sends forth his holy angels, yea, 
ail the hosts of heaven, to protect those that 
love him ; and not all the hosts of darkness, with 
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all the hosts of wicked men combined^ ojt injure 
one hair of our heads^ if we trust in him. The 
fiNiner are the messengers of his mercy; the 
latter are the messengers of his vengeance* 
Hannah knew this^ and though^ through the 
infirmity of the fleshy her soul was depressed by 
the cruel treatment she received from Pininah, 
she looked for succour and for comfort unto 
God ; she was not disappointed — ^she was beards 
in that she feared. He who createth all hosts, 
answered her petition.; but she was first put to a 
sore trial. £li» the High Priest of God, took her 
for a wicked woman, and thought she was dnu^L. 
He aat by the pillars, at the gate of the cooft 
of the tabemade, to give advice to the people, 
to instruct them, and to judge all causes that 
were brought before him. ''And it came to 
pass, as she continued praying before the Lord^ 
that Eli marked her mouth. Now, Hannah, she 
spake in her heart ; only her lips moved, but her 
voice was not heard : therefore Eli thought she 
had been drunken. And Eli said unto her. How 
long wilt thou be drunken ? put away thy wine 
from thee. And Hannah answered, and said. 
No, my Lord, I am a woman of a sorrowful 
spirit: I have drunk neither wine nor &tc<»% 
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drink , mt have pouted out my soul before the , 
Lord. Count not thine handmaid for a daugh- 
ter of Belial; for out of the abundance of my 
complaint and grief have I spoken hitherto.'^ 
Although this severe and ungrounded censure, 
so hastily passed upmi her, added much to the 
pain of her mind, she took it without giving way 
to any angry or improper feelings ; she retorted 
not on the aged priest, neither did she upbraid 
him with the improper conduct of his own chil- 
dren. She thought it enough to vindicate her- 
self, and to deny the false charge which was 
iMTOught against her. At the same time, she 
preserves the greatest respect for the old man ; 
she calls him my Lord, and begins by accounting 
for the impression which had been made in his 
mind respecting her. She intimates, that she 
was not surprized at his mistaking her situation, 
for though she was not infiamed with wine, she 
was inflamed with sorrow ; that though her eyes 
were not red with drinking, they were red with 
weeping ; and that though she was not talking 
to herself, as fools and drunkards do, she was 
nevertheless pouring out her heart to God, with- 
out giving any distinct utterance to her words. 
She waf more than usually urgent in prayer* 
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and this was the true cause of her seeming 
disorder. She therefore besought him not to 
esteem her a daughter of Belial^ a disobedioat 
drunken woman^ who would not submit to the 
yoke of God's laws. Then Eli^ rejoicing to find 
that he was mistaken^ and being fully convinced 
of his error, made every amends for his unin- 
tentional affront, by pronouncing upon h^r a 
beautiful and impressive benediction. He '^ an* 
swered, and said. Go in peace : and the God of 
Israel grant thee thy petitions, that thou hast 
asked of him.** It was his office as High Priest, 
to bless the people in the name of the Lord, 
and he now calls down peace into her bosom 
vfirom God, and adds his own prayer to her's, 
that God would be graciously pleased to bestow 
on her her heart's desire; not entertaining a 
doubt, that whatever prayer she had thus made, 
was such as it was proper for her to present at 
a throne of grace. Thus did she receive as 
much comfort, as she had before experienced 
pain. ** She said unto him. Let thine hand- 
maid find grace in thy sight,*' continue your good 
opinion of me, and remember me still further 
in your prayers. " So the woman went her 
way, and did eat ;** partook of the tcaoSffA'i^ ^iC 
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the peace-offerings^ " and her countenance was 
no more sad." Cheerfukiess succeeded to her 
past gloom, and her soul was relieved, for she 
had committed herself and her cares unto God. 
The High Priest had given her consolation, and 
if their united prayers were not answered in the 
way which she desired, she believed that God 
would make up for the want of the desired good 
in some other way. 

When Hannah, pressed with grief, 
Pour'd forth her soul in prater, 
She quickly found relief, 
And left her burden there ;. 
Like her, in cyery trying case. 
Let us approach the throne of grace. 

When she began to pray. 

Her heart was pierc'd, and sad ; 
But ere she went away. 
Was comforted and glad : 
In trouble, what a resting place 
Have they who know the throne of grace. 

Though men and devils rage. 

And threaten to devour. 
The saints, from age to age. 
Are safe from all his power ; 
Fresh strength they gain to run their race. 
By waiting at the throne of grace. 
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Eli her case mistook ; 

How was her spirit mov'd 
By his unkind rebuke I 
But God her cause approv'd : 
We need not fear a creature's face. 
While welcome at a throne of grace. 

She was not fill'd with mme. 

As Eli rashly thought ; 
But with a faith divine, 

An(^ found the faith she sought ; 
Though men despise and call us base. 
Still let us ply the throne of grace. 

Men have not power or skill 

With troubled souls to bear ; 
Though they express good will, 
Poor comforters they are ! 
But swelling sorrows sink apace, 
When we approach a throne of grace. ^ 

Numbers^efore haye tried. 

And found the promise true ; 
"Not one was e'er denied. 
Then why should I or you ? 
Let us by faith their footsteps trace. 
And hasten to the throne of grace. 

As fogs obscure the light, 

And taint the morning air, 
But soon are put to flight, 
If the bright sun appear ; 
Thus Jesus will our troubles chase, 
By shiaing from the throne of grace. 

Every day that they remained in Shiloh ths^ 
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attended the temple. They employed their thue 
profitably and to the best advantage. Even 
the morning of their departure they rose up 
" early and Worshipped before the Lord." Then, 
and not till then, they " returned, and came to 
Ramah,*' where they lived. Now it was that 
God at length shewed her his love, and replied 
to her humble supplications. Though, he appear 
to forget, yet in his own good time he will prove 
his remembrance of his people. " She bare a son, 
and called his name Samuel ; saying, because I 
have asked him of the Lord." The word Samu6l 
signifies one who was asked before God, in the 
sight of God, before the ark of God/ This was 
a most suitable name for a child so peculiarly 
granted and dedicated, even before his birth, to 
God. It was an acknowledgment of Hannah's, 
that he was given to her most graciously by the 
God of mercy ; that he was given in answer to 
believing prayer; prayer made before the ark, 
with reference to the sacrifices offered there, and 
to the all-important doctrines of atonement and 
intercession. Her son's name thus became a most 
expressive memorial of the wonderful goodness 
she had experienced from the Most High ; and it 
was calculated to maintain in her breast a constant 
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recollection of the obligations under which she 
was placed to surrender him unreservedly unto 
God. It served likewise^ and might have been 
intended, to teach the child himself the peculiar 
circumstances which attended his birth^ and may 
thus have n^ost powerfully tended to secure his 
willing concurrence to the Ailfilment of his mo* 
ther's vow. 

^' And the man Elkanah and all his house wtot 
up to offer unto the Lord the yearly sacrifice/' 
probably at the passover^ " and his vow ;" some 
particular vow, which he had made since he had 
been last there, perhaps a thanksgiving for the 
birth of his son. It was usual at the great yearly 
festivals, the Passover, Pentecost, and Taber- 
nacles^ to perform the vows which had been 
previously made at home. Hannah however found 
, it impossible to go up with him, much as she 
loved, and ardently as she longed for the courts 
of the Lord*s house. The law indeed did n6t 
require the attendance pf women at the great 
feasts, and those only who were able and anxious 
to be present went thither, as had formerly been 
the practice with her. " She said unto her hus- 
band, I will not go up until the child be weaned, 
and then I will bring him, that he xmc^ ^^-^^ast 
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before the Lord, and abide there for ever." A 
journey then might have been injurious both to 
herself and to the child. Had she gone^ she could 
not have attended both to the child and to the 
sacrifices. Can a woman forget her sticking child? 
She Could uot^ and she well knew that God re- 
quires mercy and not sacrifice. How very gra- 
cious it is of the Lord to inform his church that 
his love towards it is greater even than that of a 
woman for her tender infant^ that depends upon 
her breast for support. She may be barbarous 
enough to forget her baby, but God will not for- 
get his people ; he will ever support and protect 
them. Hannah besides desired, that when she 
brought up her child it should be to perform her 
vow respecting him, which she could not do till 
he was weaned. Elkanah, her husband, sub- 
mitted the matter entirely to her judgment, be- 
lieving that as no commandment would be broken 
by her staying at home, she might be the best 
able to decide. He "said unto her. Do what 
seemeth thee good ; tarry until thou have weaned 
him ; only the Lord establish his word," preserve 
the child through infancy, and give him strength 
and vigour, that thus the vow of which he signified 
his acceptance, as well by the inspired voice of 
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the high-priest, as by the actual gift of the child^ 
may be fulfilled. ''So the woman abode^ and 
gave her son suck^ until she weaned him." At what 
time he was weaned is not certain. There were 
three periods of weaning children ; one from their 
mother's milk, when three years old ; the second 
from the care of a dry nurse and from their 
tender age, at seven years old; and the third 
from childish manners, at twelve years old. It 
rather appears, that it was at the first of these 
periods Samuel was weaned, and then she took 
him up with her, together with certain offerings, 
'' and brought him unto the house of the Lord in 
Shiloh," to be lefl and trained up there amongst 
the children of the priests. Notwithstanding her 
vow, it must have been a great trial to his mother 
to have parted with so fine and promising a child, 
for she now parted with him entirely. At forty 
days old he was no doubt presented before the 
Lord, according to the law of the first-bom, and 
redeemed with the appointed sacrifices ; but now 
he was presented without redemption — he was to 
continue for ever in the tabernacle, and the pa- 
rents were not to receive him back again, not- 
withstanding any offerings they might make in 
his room. He was given wholly unto Gtjd* 

c 
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And the child was young, yet he had so superior a 

mind, and had an understanding that so much 

surpassed his years, there was no objection to his 

being received into the tabernacle through any fear 

of his becoming troublesome, or interrupting the 

services of God's house. The youngest children 

should learn to behave well^ with all attention 

and quietness, when they are allowed to have the 

great privilege of going to church. Samuel weift 

to live continuidly in God's house. His whole 

life, from the first ^lawn of reason, was to be spent 

in the service of the Lord. He was not too young 

to become religious. No one can be too young 

to become so. Childhood is the proper age for 

learning, and it is therefore the most proper time 

for learning that which is the most important of 

all, divine wisdom. The fear of the Lord is the 

beginning of wisdom, and a good understanding 

have all they that seek thereafter. With all our 

learning, the knowledge of God and of his Son 

Jesus Christ, the only Saviour of young or old 

sinners, must not be forgotten. With all our 

getting we must get understanding. Childhood 

is the right season to enquire after these things. 

As the twig is bent the tree is inclined. Little 

boys and girls, remember your Creator in the 
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days of your youtk. The Bible tells you to do so. 
It is such as you that God deb'ghts to teach by 
his. Holy Spirit " For whom," says the Prophet 
Isaiah, ''shall he teach knowledge, but them that 
are newly weaned from the milk, and drawn from 
the breasts ?" 

Young, howev^, as was little Samuel, he re- 
quired to have a sacrifice offered for him; and 
great an offering as Hannah was presenting unto 
God, she was so &r from thinking that she de- 
served any thing from him, that she thought it 
necessary to bring with her three bullocks to be 
sacrificed, in order that her living sacrifice, even 
her most interesting child, might meet with the 
divine acceptance. She took with her ''three 
bullocks, and one eptah of fiour, and a bottle of 
wine." A meat offering was thus provided for 
each bullock. The three bullocks might have 
corresponded with the three years of the child's 
life; or they may, have been intended for the 
three modes of sacrifice ; &x a burnt offering, a nn 
offering, and a peace offering, A burnt offering 
was all burned upon the altar, except the skin, to 
shew that we deserve to be consumed for our 
transgressifNos. The sin offering was only partly 
burned ; a part was kept as food for the priests^ 
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but the persons who brought it placed their hands 
upon- the head of the beast^ confessed their sins 
with the greatest solemnity^ and' acknowledged 
that they deserved to die for their transgressions 
in the same way with the animal^ which was slain 
by tlie priest, and its blood poured out and 
sprinkled on and before the altar. The peace of- 
ferings were slain in the same manner with the sin 
offerings, but the parts which were burned, were 
first placed in the hands of the offerer, who waved 
them before the Lord, as a thanksgiving to him 
from whom all blessings flow, for the gifts which 
he had bestowed, and for his great compassion in 
not visiting them with his sore judgments. These 
peace offerings were purdy voluntary, and were 
made when any particular cause of gratitude 
arose. Such parts as were not burned, were di- 
vided between the priest and the offerer, who par- 
took of it, to show that he only became entitled 
to his life and food, by virtue of the atonement 
made for sin. Such seem to have been the offer- 
ings of Hannah, when she brought Samuel to the 
temple. She knew that sin deserved to be punished 
even in the youngest ; she knew that all our good 
works put together can never make God our 
debtor, or oblige him to reward us, as they have 
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all the nature of sin ; and as our other acts and 
our evil thoughts are in themselves so basq, ihey 
could never be overlooked by a just God; and 
she knew also that even our choicest vows^ our 
best deeds^ and our wannest praises, require to 
be atoned for (so great is their deficiency) before 
God can either accept o£ them or us. Little 
children, if good little Samuel had need of par- 
d<»i, and required to have his sins blotted out 
with blood, be sure that it is quite, necessary for 
your forgiveness with God, that your hearts, even 
yours, should be sprinkled with the blood of 
Christ, which deanseth from all sin. His death 
is the great and all-av«ling sacrifice for sin. It 
was most perfect. He put away sin by the sa^ 
crifioe of bimsdt, «nd it « therefore not nece«ary 
to bring any other sacrifice unto God for your 
sins. Bullocks, and lambs, and goats, when slain 
thu8« were only intended to shew forth his death 
till he came, and died for pooii^ sinners, that they 
might not suffer, but have everlasting life. It 
only requires now that you should believe in his 
name ; that you should say. Lord pardon me, a 
poor little child, for the sake of Christ's blood, 
which be shed for me so many years ago ; that 
you should trust in his death, and rely on bkoL ^o^ 
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your sin offering, in order that your sins may be 
forgiven you even now. 

Tnfs account of Hannah teaches us that we 
should enter into no covenant or engagement 
with 'God without sacrifice, without the great sa- 
crifice, without looking to the Lamb of God, 
which taketh away the sin of the world, as our 
Redeemer and our strength. But Hannah, at the 
same time that she made these sacrifices, acknow- 
ledged God's great goodness to her in hearing her 
prayers. She said to Eli, who knew how she 
prayed for a son, and who joined his prayers to 
her*8 — " for this child I prayed." — You remem- 
ber what a sorrowful woe- worn creature I was. 
when I was last at Shiloh. You see how much 
altered I am now. I am full of joy and gratitude. 
God heard my prayers, which I offered to him 
here, when I stood before you weeping, as you ^ 
sat on yonder seat^ and I now resign, solemnly 
resign him again unto God, in the same place, ac- 
cording to the vchv I then made. Here, take 
him, and train him up for>God and for heaven. 
He is a living testimony that God hears and an- 
swers prayer. Hold him up to the nation as such, 
that he prove an encouragement to them to wait 
upon tlie Lord. Humbly would I triumph ui 
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Mrhat God has done for me. ^' The Lord has 
given me my petition." It would be most base 
in me^ now I have experienced his favour^ to 
withhold from him my vow. I thus heartily and 
publicly surrender him unto God. " I have lent 
him unto the Lord as long as he liveth." She 
delivered him up^ not for a few days or years^ not 
for any limited timC; but for his whole life. He 
was first lent to her, and she now retiims him to 
God. His being lent does not imply that he was 
to be restored to her at any future time, or that 
she had any intention of taking him away from 
the tabernacle. The meaning of her words ap« 
pears more plainly in the Hebrew. She asked 
him of God, and therefore she lent him. Asked 
and lent are only different forms of the same 
Hebrew verb, and mean that what was given in 
reply to her prayer, was now given back according 
to her promise in prayer. Hence the word 
Samuel may not only signify asked of God, but 
also lent to God. Whatever we may be led, 
through grace, to offer unto God, and to dedicate 
to him, must first have been given to us. Of his 
own we give him, and may thus be said to lend 
it to him ; and though we may not recal it, as a 
thing lent, he will restore to us -four-fold vcAa asix 
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bosoms. He is not unjust to forget our service 
of love^ but is graciously pleased to make up to us^ 
if not in worldly^ yet in spiritual things^ for what* 
ever is given to him in an humble, believing, 
loving spirit. 

The conduct of Samuel himself was worthy of 
imitation. Young as he was at this period, he 
appears to have made no opposition to his mo- 
ther's will. Some children fret and cry, and get 
themselves into a passion, when their mother, or 
their friends, leave them with strangers. But he 
knew better. ' He was taught to submit his own 
wishes, and to give himself up entirely, to the 
direction of his wise and affectionate parent. She 
knew far better than he did, what was good for 
him. Although he was taught so well athome> 
yet it was much better for him to be where he 
was. It was decidedly for his good to be placed 
in the tabernacle, under the immediate care and 
protection of his heavenly Father, surrounded 
with the means of grace, and entrusted to the 
charge of the ministers of God. Children should 
always yield to their parents' desires, because they 
cannot know themselves what is best for them. 
His mother had probably showed him the reasons 
for her conduct, and he was quite satisfied they ' 
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were wise and prudent. Bcfsides^ he was early 
taught to love God and his honse^ and was of the 
same opinion^ doubtless^ with David— one day 
in thy courts is better than a thousand. All 
these reasons reconciled him to the grievous se-, 
paration which was to take place between him and 
his fond mother. He contentedly entered upon 
his new situation^ and without any murmuring 
or repining^ he at once betook himself to the 
throne of grace^ and went to God to give him 
comfort, courage, and support. " He worshipped 
the Lord there.** This was more than might 
have been expected. Children of three years old 
are not always able to say their prayers, but he 
was taught them, no doubt^ from the time that 
he could speak. He was a fcnrward child himself; 
and as he was designed for the sanctuary, his 
mother took every pains to prepare him for his ^ 
work ; to give him an early relish for that which 
waste form his employment through life. Young 
people ought to be instructed early to serve and 
worship God by their parents and friends, who 
may humbly hope that God will look with favour 
upon them, and teach them far better than they 
could, by giving them the spirit of grace and sup- 
plication. This beiiutiful circumstance lv«&V)ft&w 
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thus described by an anonjrmous writer in Mills's 
embeUished Extracts. A beautiful little vignette 
of Samuel prayings is placed over it-^ 

When I sunrey this holy child, 
With bended knee and visage mild. 
With eyes and hands uplift in prayer. 
The approving ray from heaven there — 

What that implies, O could I be. 
Whene'er to God I bend the knee I 
Thus fervent, reverent, and meek. 
When I for heavenly blessings seek ! 

But ah ! I have a foe within ; 
No print can show the power of sin ! 
This cools my fervour and desires. 
This unbelief and dread inspires. 

O for thy holy spirit. Lord ! 
This to my prayers shall life afford ! 
' With Samuel's faith my soul supply, 
Whene'er I to thy throne draw nigh. 

Favoured with such a hopeful son, and leaving 
him behind her under such promising circum« 
stances^ it is not surprising that Hannah's soul 
should have been excited to ah extraordinary de« 
gree of spiritual elevation. We find her accord- 
ingly pour forth the following 

SONG OF PRAISB. 

My heart rejoiceth in the Lord^ mine horn is 
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exalted in die Lord ; my mouth is enlarged over 
mine enemies ; becfluse I rejoice in thy salvation. 
There is none holy as the Lord ; for there is 
none beside thee; neither is there any rock like 
our God. 

Talk no more exceeding proudly ; let not ar- 
rogancy come out of your mouth ; for the Lord 
is a God of knowledge^ and by him actions are 
-weighed. 

The bows of the mighty men are broken, and 
they that stumbled are girded with strength. 

They that were full have hired out themselves 
for bread ; and they that were hungry ceased : 
so that the barren hath borne seven; and she that 
hath many children is waxed feeble. 

The Lord killeth^ and maketh alive : he bring- 
cth down to the grave^ and bringeth up. 

The Lord maketh poor, and maketh rich ; he 
bringeth low and lifteth up. 

He raiseth up the poor out of the dust, and 
lificth up the beggar from the dunghill, to set 
them among princes, and to make them inherit 
the tln'one of glory : for the pillars of the earth 
are the Lord's, and he hath set the world upon 
them. 

He will keep the feet of his saints, and thfc 
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wicked shall be silent in darkness^ for by 
strength shall no man prevail. 

The adversaries of the Lord shall be broken to 
pieces; out of heaven shall he thunder upon 
them: the Lord shall judge the ends of the 
earth; and he shall give strength unto his king^ 
and exalt the horn of his anointed. 

It would be foreign to our present purpose to 
speak more at , large of the interesting "matters 
contained in this beautiful thanksgiving. Ailer 
she had thus piously expressed her feelings, and 
after she and her husband had made the proper 
offerings, and worshipped the Lord, they took 
leave of their dear child ; left him with all af- 
fectionate commendation to the care of Eli, and 
went to Ramah to their house. Much as they 
loved him, and much as they valued God's house 
they had a family to attend to, and were obliged 
to return, and to te^ themselves away from these 
delightful endearments. Samuel being now 
finally left in the tabernacle, " did minister unto 
. the Lord before Eli tlie priest." This ministry 
was of the most agreeable and pleasing character. 
He read daily in the Book of the Law. Those, 
who know the value of the Scriptures, esteem 
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this the greatest privilege, and know it to be of 
more real value than any thing that can be bought 
with money. A person of spiritual taste and dis- 
cernment finds the Bible to be sweeter than 
honey and the honey-comb. It was a part also 
of his new office to sing with his voice the high 
praises of God, and to accompany himself on an 
instrument of music. Nothing is more elevating 
or captivating than the strains of melody, and 
when they are employed in the services of re- 
ligion, they are most animating and delightful. 
They give a foretaste of eternal joys. It became 
also his duty to light the lamps in the tabernacle ; 
to keep them alive with pure oil, and to open and 
to close the doors. N6 one should be ashamed to 
perform the most menial offices, which may pro- 
mote tlie service or the glory of God. '^ I had 
rather be a door-keeper in the, house of my Grod, 
than to dwell in the tents of ungodliness." It 
must have beea a most gratifying circumstance 
to witness the approach of the different worship- 
pers, bringing their various offerings up to the 
altar ; some oppressed with grief for their sins ; 
and some rejoicing in their more recent mercies ; , 
all expressing their wants, their sorrows, and 
their joys, to the God of heaven. ^To young Sa- 
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muel it must have been at once instructive and edi- 
fying to observe these several persons expressing 
their trust in Jehovah ; the mourners going away 
comforted, and those who possessed peace and 
joy before, returning home stablished, strength- 
ened, and confirmed in the faith. But he was 
not only an observer, he was likewise an actor in 
the ministry of the sanctuary. As soon as he 
was able, he was instructed to assist Eli in pre- 
senting the various offerings; in slaying the sa- 
crificies ; in sprinkling the blood of the victims ; 
in cleansing the altar ; in carrying away the ashes 
beycmd the town; and in all the other duties, 
which belonged to the priesthood. Of course 
some time must have passed before he could do 
all these things : but he did whatever he oould, 
and whatever he was bid. As was his capacity, 
such were his performances. Whatever he did, 
he did well. His catechism was learned diligently, 
and he soon came to understand its true spiritual 
meaning. He never neglected his devotions, we 
may rest fully assured. And there was no diffi- 
culty, as already noticed, in teaching him to read, 
or in engaging him to persevere in the study of 
the Scriptures. Because he did all these things 
with a pious and willing disposition, he is said not 
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only to have ministered before Eli, as his as- 
sistant^ bat before the Lord, as his true, believing, 
faithful cHild, adopted into his holy family. He 
soon became so expert and active a servant 
of the sanctuary, that the honourable distinction 
of wearing a linen ephod, like the priests, was 
conferred upon him. Common Levites did not 
weai^ it, nor even extraordinary persons^, except 
upon extraordinary occasions. But £11 grante^l 
him this peculiar fkvour, because he observed that 
the grace of God rested upon him in no ordinary 
manner; and that he was one of whom great 
things might be expected, inasmuch as his birth 
was so remarkable, was in answer to prayer, and 
was connected with a promise that he should be 
a Nazarite. 

His mother shewed her affection for him like* 
wise, and rewarded his good conduct, by making 
a little coat for him every year, which she brought 
to him " when she came up with her husband to 
offer the yearly sacrifices." It was a little robe, 
such as the priests made use of, suitable to his 
size, and which was worn over his other dpthes. 
She made it for him hetself. tt is most pro* 
bable, that it was all of her own spinning and 
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manufacture^ from first to last^ from the flax to 
the finished garment. Women in those days 
were in the habit of engaging in such works. 
Her love to her son made the trouble light, and 
her piety might haye made her desirous to lessen 
the expence to which Eli and the congregation 
were put for him. 

But not only did he thus obtain the favour of 
men, he obtained that of God likewise. "He 
grew before the Lord/' as a tender plant in his 
own vineyard, of his own right hand plating. 
He grew on in age and stature^ in grace and 
goodness, in knowledge and holiness, in wisdom, 
understanding, and purity. He improved in his 
ministerial services. He excelled in all virtuous 
dispositions and actions. God indulged him 
with peculiar manifestations of his presence, with 
large and salutary communications of his grace. 
Jehovah loved to honour him, and the tokens 
of his regards towards him were numerous and 
edifying. As Samuel was, himself, pleasing in his 
sight, and as his services were acceptable to him, 
his affairs, even of a worldly nature, prospered, 
and all persons highly honoured and esteemed 
him. Early religion was no injury to him. It 
was that, which made him the distinguished per* 
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son he was. My dear young friends^ who read 
this account^ early learn to minister before the 
Lord, like Samuel; and like Samuel^ you too 
shall be blessed. Obey, respect, and attend to 
your parents, spiritual pastors, and masters, and 
you shall find it to prove of great and lasting be- 
nefit to your souls. Those children who coiue early 
to. the Saviour to receive his instructions, his 
blessing, and his care, who thus learn to be vir- 
tuous, obedient, and good, become favourites, 
both with heaven and earth. God loves them ; 
man loves them. They are darlings, every one 
would be glad to please and to oblige* You 
remember^ how it was said of our Saviour, as 
well as of Samuel, when he was a little child, 
that he also' increased in wisdom and stature, and 
in fawmr with God and man. My dear young 
readers, I hope, will remember, that Christ is 
proposed to them as an example, that they should 
follow his steps. They ought to look up to God 
to give them his spirit, that they might be made 
tvise unto salvation, through faith which is in 
Christ Jesus, and so attend to God^s will, that 
they might not only rejoice in the grace of God, 
given unto them, but command the esteem and 
approbation of all those who know tlvescu 
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At the time when Samuel thus increased in 
piety, and learned true wisdom from Eli, his own 
sons rebelled against him, and were very wicked, 
naughty boys. This'-was worse in them, when 
they had such a pious holy father; and when a 
stranger boy attended so diligently to the advice 
which they slighted, and improved so wonder- 
fully, by the use of means which they likewise 
had within their reach. It was much to the 
honour of Samuel, that he was not corrupted by 
their bad example, or enticed by them to sin 
against God. Evil communications corrupt good 
manners. His manners were, through grace, not 
corrupted, but noiie should be led to suppose, 
from his example, that they may go into bad 
company and escape the temptation of becom- 
ing bad themselves. He did not go into tempt- 
ation of his own accord. Eli's wicked sons 
were in the tabemade with him, and he could 
not avoid them. It was his office to be there, 
his duty led him to be with them, and God 
in great mercy preserved him from the danger 
be was placed in. 

In those days was the word of the Lord 
very precious. He sent no regular prophet to 
^ve counsel and advice to the people, or to 



REMARKABLE CHILDREN* ^1 

make any fresh discoveries of his will. An 
occasional messenger might have been sent by 
him, indeed, to particular persons on extraordi- 
nary occasions, but the gift of prophecy rested 
on no one settled individual, as it did in ailer 
times. It was so rare a thing for the word of 
God to come there to a prophet, or to be 
spoken by him, that those, who knew the va- 
lue of wliatever God said, considered it the 
more precious, or entertained a higher esteem 
for it. Whatever is scarce, is counted more 
precious. There was then very little of the 
Bible written, and as there was no prophet, 
pious persons very anxiously desired to receive 
further communications from heaven; and ac- 
counted those which they had -already received 
very precious. They loved the law of God, 
and held it very dear to their souls. We sel- 
dom know the value of any blessing till it is 
taken away from us. If \he Bible was re- 
moved to a distance from us, we might re- 
gard it more highly, and be very desirous of 
regaining it. It is a shame for any, who have 
80 much more copious a revelation of God's 
will, than the Jews of Eli's time, to hold it in 
less reverence and affection ; or to ftt»d^ '>^'^**^ 
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frequently and diligently^ than they did the 
gmall portion of it which they were then fa- 
voured with. How eagerly did the poor Chris- 
tians seek for it^ when the copies of it were 
scarce^ and how readily did they part with 
life, rather than with it, when fierce persecu- 
tion raged against them! How much more 
precious than the golden wedge of Ophir, is it 
now to all, who have precious faith in the Sa- 
viour, who live upon the promises, and who 
prize the gracious truths of the Gospel! As 
the word of God was so scarce, there was not, as 
we might expect, any open vision, God did not 
teach any of the people, by means of dreams or 
visions, such as were afterwards shewn to Isaiah, 
Daniel/ or Ezekiel. There was no broken up 
vision, none burst forth on the view of the peo- 
ple. We are informed of this matter particularly^ 
in order to prepare us for the facts which must 
now be related. 

It caine to pass, at that time, when Eli was 
laid down in his place, having retired to rest, 
owing to his many infirmities, and the weakness 
of his sight, for his eyes began to wax dim, that 
he could not see ; little Samuel, who had waited 
upon him to his chamber, to assist him, retired to 
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his own little bed, in some closet near to Eli; where 
he might be near to him if he wanted him in the 
night. This took place early in the evening, as 
they were probably both fatigued with their day's 
labour, and as they wished to rise early to engage 
in the service of God. Samuel might, indeed, 
have sat up longer reading the word of God, 
praying to him, or preparing the holy place for 
the exercises of the succeeding day. We know, 
however, that he laid down to sleep ere any of 
the lamps, in the branches of the candlestick, - 
were gone out. The principal lamp was always 
kept burning, by the command of God, to shew 
that he never slumbered as ' the keeper of Israel, 
and that the influences of his spirit were con* 
tinually exerted, even in the night season, to pro- 
mote the good of his true and faithful children. 
The light of these lamps being near the place 
where Samuel lay ^own at night, for the priests 
slept in the tabernacle, conducted him to bed. 
How favourable to reflection and to pious thoughts 
was such a moment ! The tumult of the day 
was over — Eli was at rest — perfect silence pre- 
vailed — the golden candlesticks shed abroad their 
holy light, and shewed plainly, all the important 
and instructive emblems of the tabernacle- 
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Samuel had no oile to converse with but God and 
his own heart — ^he was in God*s house^ and the 
world was shut out. Then, doubtless, did he 
examine his own heart ; review the actions of the 
past day ; and call on God to forgive him for his 
imperfections and short comings ; and then did 
he pray to him to watch over himself, his parents, 
his kind instructor, the church, and the world, 
and to bless all according to their respective 
Wants. Thus was it, that Samuel lay on his 
couch, communing with his own soul, and con« 
versing with God. But he was not ti) sleep 
yet, for as he had been speaking to God, so God 
now meant to speak to him in an audible manner. 
*' The Lord called Samuel, and he answered, here 
am I.*' As Jehovah had not been accustomed to 
Speak to men thus for so long a time, Samuel mis- 
took his call for Eli's ; and supposing that the old 
man wanted him to do something for him then, 
he delayed not a moment, but shewed his readi- 
ness to wait on l^im, by getting up from his 
warm bed, and running to that of Eli, he 'said, 
" Here am I, for thou calledst me/' " Here am 
I, ready and anxious to do any thing for you, 
which you may want to have done; here am I, 
anxious to be relieved from the fear I felt, that 
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you were seized with some sudden pain or sick* 
ness ; here am I, willing to go for you on any 
message to any place ; here am I^ your little 
attendant^ who loves you so dearly^ waiting your 
commands ; I am all impatience to receive them." 
What a sweet thing is it to see affectionate chil- 
dren^ repaying all the trouble that is taken with 
them^ by gratitude and love. Oh ! what a sweet 
sight must it have been to have seen little 
Samuel bending over aged £li^ shakings perhaps^ 
with the cold of night, and undressed, waiting 
anxiously to hear him speak. £11 must have 
been surprized to have been thus disturbed, as 
he did not call, and " he said I called not, lie 
down again.'* His tenderness for him tiras great, 
he was sorry to see him standing naked at such 
an hour of the night, and he desires him to lose 
no time in lying down again. " And he went 
and lay down. And the Lord called yet again, 
Samuel. And Samuel arose and went," being 
still ignorant that the voice he heard was from 
the temple of the Lord, even from the Lord 
himself, *' went to Eli." On the &;st occasion 
he ran, but now being less certain that Eli 
wanted him, and being afraid perhaps to dis- 
turb him, he went cautiously, and said as be- 
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fore^ '' Here am . I : for thou didst call me* 
There is no other person jciear us who could 
have spoken to me, and the voice was like 
unto thine. And he answered, I called not, 
my son." He calls him son, to shew how he 
loved him, and how kind he thought it was of 
him to come so soon again, when he found 
that he was so very lately mistaken. Eli again 
desired him to lie down again. Still did he re- 
main insensible to the real fact. '^ Samuel did 
not yet know the Lord," or the manner in which 
he speaks to his prophets. He had not even 
heard, perhaps, that he ever spoke to them in 
this way. •' Neither was the word of the Lord 
yet revealed unto him." When, therefore, '* the 
Lord called Samuel again the third time," he still 
'^ arose and went to £h', and said, here am I, for 
thou didst call me;" Many who are now favoured 
with the greatest knowledge of divine things, 
may remember a time, when, like Samuel, they 
too were unskilful in the word of righteousness. 
We are babes before we are men or women. We 
must not despise the day of small things. God 
teaches by degrees. When I was a child, says 
St. Paul, I understood as a child. The convic- 
tions of the spirit may be mistaken, tiljl they pro- 
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duee the peaceable &uit8 of righteousness. The 
Bature of the firuit is not alwayz known^ e^edally 
by unexperienced p^sons, from merely seeing 
the blossoms. When Eli, however, found how 
oflten the voice was repeated, which was heard 
by the child, " he perceived that the Lord hod 
called the child." Although it might, pethaps, 
have been a mortification to him, ^t the Lord 
should call a child, ifather than hiniself, an old 
and laborious priest, altkd the master of that 
child, yet he wHs not unkind to him, shchved 
bim no envy, and directed him in the course 
which it was prefer for him to pursue. He 
'' said unto Samud> go, lie down, and it shall be, 
if he call thee, that thou shalt say, speak, L<Mrd^ 
for thy servfflat heareth." This was vevy weighty 
advice. Samuel is to call himself a servant of 
the Lord, one willing to be empkyed by him, and 
esteeming it his highest honour to engage in any 
service he mig^t appoint. He was to express an 
eaniest desire to hear what God had to say to 
hinu Speak Lord, speak to me of the gredt 
Aings it may be thy purpose to effect ; speak %o 
me of thy glory, g£ thy attributes, of thy pur* 
poses; speak to me of any thing <^ whatever it 
may be important for me to know ; speak, foe tl\>} 
VOL. iz. E 
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iservant heareth^ is ready to attend to^ and to 
obey thy voice. Accordingly, Saranel went and 
lay down in his place ; and ** the Lord came and 
stoocl" before the view of Samuel, displayed his 
glory in some visible manner to him, the form of 
wluch he might not have been able to discern. 
And he called, as at other times, Samuel, Samuel, 
delighting to repeat the name of the favoured 
youth, and willing that he should understand 
who it was that spoke, and the importance of his 
paying the greater attention. Repetition is often 
employed to enforce what is said : God hath 
spoken once, twice have I heard the same. It 
was a great honour conferred on Samuel that 
the Most High condescended to know and speak 
to him by name. The call was now powerful 
and effectual; there was no mistaking it; it was 
addressed directly to himself, Samuel spake im- 
mediately, as he was desired by Eli. He answered, 
'* Speak, for thy servant heareth/' He had learned 
his lesson like an apt scholar. It is well for chil- 
dren to be taught good words, and to be in« 
etructed in pious and devout sentences, that they 
may be able to employ them on proper occa* 
siohs, and come in time to understand the mean- 
ing of them. Children should be very glad to 
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learn pious remarks, sayings, or hymns, which 
their fiiends may take the trouble to teach them ; 
and they should look up to God to acquaint them 
with the true meaning of them. Samuel, how« 
ever, fearing that he might be mistaken after all, 
did not say, Speak^ Lord, as desired, but only, 
9peak. He left out the word Lc»d in his an- 
swer. This showed how fearful he was of giving 
the honour, which was due unto the Lord, to 
any one but to God only. It is to be observed, 
too, that he did not get up out of his bed, as at 
other times, but lay still, and waited patiently to 
hear what God might have to say to him.. We 
are most fitted to receive divine discoveries,- 
when our spirits are ccmiposed and tranquil, 
when the tumultuous passions of the soul are 
calmed, and when the world is shut out. Samuel 
having expressed bis attention and readiness to 
hear, the Lord said to him, '' Samuel, behold, 
I will do a thing in Israel, at which both the 
ears of every one that heareth it shall tingle. In 
that day I will perform against Eli all things 
which I have spoken concerning his house : 
when I begin, I will make an end. For I have 
told him that I will judge his house for ever, 
for the iniquity which he kiioweth .;. because his 
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sons made themselves vile, and he regained 
them not. And therefore have I sworn unto 
the house of £11^ that tl^e iniquity, of Eli's house 
shall not be purged with sacrifice nor offering 
for ever.'* 

' This was a very terrific message to poor Eli 
respecting his wicked sons. God had sent him 
a message before on the subject, but he repeats 
it now in a shorter form to Samudi. Being 
young, he might have been imable to remember a 
longer. It was not a very agreeable jj^'odiction that 
he was made the bearer of. God eame not to tell 
him that he was to be a great man hereafter, car 
to praise him for doing his duty, which it would 
have been highly guilty in him to have neglected. 
He received no intimation that he was to be a 
man of gi^eat consequence in the naticxQ, and a 
great blessing to the land. Such a communica* 
tion would certainly have been very pleasing to 
him, as it would be to all young persons to be 
informed respecting their future life, particularly 
if they were to prosper in the wm'ld. But his 
curiosity was not to be gratified ; he was to go 
on au errand of woe — of woe, to the family of 
his dearest friend. Eli was too easy with his 
children. Mistaken fondness 'led him to give 
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them too much of their own wxy, and that way 
proved a bad one. Not having restrained them 
in time^ when he would have done ao, he found 
it too late. They were very profligate, and God 
coidd not permit them to succeed to his office* 
Nay, they had sinned so publicly, it was neces- 
sary, in order to vindicate his justice^ to cut 
them off by some signal punishment. 

Samuel's conduct on this occasion was ex« 
t|remely amiable. He concealed the message 
with great modesty till he was spoken to on the 
subject: '' He lay until the morning." It is 
hardly to be supposed that he slept. He was 
too much taken up, no doubt, with the new and 
wonderful vision, and with the afflicting tidings 
he had received. He thought ovier what was 
told him, repeated it to himself, grieved over the 
fidling fortune of his master's house, and thought 
of the course, which it would be best for him to 
pursue. It is well to compose ourselves, and to 
digest the spiritual food of God's word. When 
the morning came, he ^^ opened the doors of the 
house of the Lord," according to his usual cus- 
tom and duty. At any time we might have 
considered it lemarkable, that so young a child 
should have opened the doors of the Locd'^ 
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house. He must have been very forward. But 
oa this occasion it showed great humility* He 
was not puffed up^ or exalted above himself^ or 
beyond measure, by the revelation he had re* 
ceived* He had been highly honoured above 
all his nation, but it filled him not widi conceit 
This would have been a very bad effect of the 
favour he had received from God. Had he been 
60 lifted up as to have been above the mean and 
servile officeis of his station, it would have proved 
him unworthy of so great a distinction, and have 
reduced him to the same degrading level with the 
wicked sons of Eli ; for there cannot be a greater 
offence than pride in the sight of God. When 
God manifests himself to the soul, he humbles 
the sinner, and hides pride firom his eyes. We 
can know nodiing truly of ourselves, or of God, 
if we be not humble. If we knew ounelves, we 
should find we had nothing to be proud of. If 
we knew God, the sense of his surpassing glory, 
and of his mercy to us sinners, would make us 
lowly in our own eyes, and cause us, with Job, 
to abhor ourselves in dust and ashes. One grand 
xlesign of God, in revealing himself to the soul, 
is to make us willing to stoop to any service, 
however humbling, which can advance his glory, 
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and promote the good of man. If pride did not 
prevent Samuel ftom carrying cm his proper 
occupations, he might have forgotten what he 
was about, and have been so full of what had 
happened, as to have neglected his business. 
The vision might have had such an effect upon 
him as to unfit him for any thing else. He 
might have gone about like one in a trance, 
speaking to bis companions of what he had seen 
and heard. But no ; he retained all these things 
to himself, and, with the greatest modesty, spoke 
of it to none. It is a bad sign when we qpeak 
much about our religioas exercises. When we 
pray, we are not to give publicity to the &ct. 
We are to be satisfied that God hears us. Did 
we proclaim fW>m the house-tK^, that we had 
been holding communion with him, it would be 
a sure sign that we knew nothing of what com- 
munion was; it would be a convincing proof 
that our prayers had never entered into the ears 
of the Lord God of Sabaoth. If Samuel had 
gone about describing what converse he had in 
the night with the Lord, there would have been 
reason to suspect his truth. It would have been 
a proof likewise that he had no feeling. But he 
felt so much for his poor master, that, we «x^ 
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expressly infoimed^ *' he feared to shew Eli the 
vision ;" he feared the effect it might have on his 
mind, that it might afflict him too severely, and 
bring down his grey hairs with sorrow to the 
grave. Besides, it would have seemed unkind, 
and as if he took a pleasure in it, if he ran at 
once to /tell Eli of the woeful day, which was 
coming on his family. He felt no desire to raise 
liimself, or his family, on the ruins of another. 
No good person could be pkased at the affliction 
of others, although they even were to receive 
benefit by it themselves. It would argue a great 
deal of depravity, if we could observe the sor- 
rows of near friends, without the deepest regret. 
Eli, however, took the first opp(»tunity he 
could to ask Samuel what the Almighty had said 
to him. He entertained some suspicion that he 
was much interested in what was said. He 
therefore called him, when he heard him stirring 
about the temple, ** and said, Samuel, my son. 
And he answered. Here am I. And he said. 
What is the thing that the Lord hath said unto 
thee? I pray thee hide it not from me. God 
do so to thee, and more also, if thou hide 
any thing from me of all the things that he said 
unto thee/' He had reason to fear evil, but yet 
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ke would not be ignorant of it> «8 it was a mei* 
sage fiom God. Samuel sl»w^ now as much 
fiddity^ as he did modesty before. He " told 
kim every whit^ and hid nothing from him.'' 
He attempted not to disguise the matter; he 
used no equivocation. He was not deterred 
from tdiing the whole truth by any dread of 
being scolded. Had he been led to dissemble^ 
he would have deserved to have been punished 
well. ChOchren should never be afraid to tell 
Ihe truth. Lies are not ooSj hateful unto God, 
but sooner or later ^ey involve us in shame and 
aorrow. Samuel had no reason to be sorry for 
being so feithful. Poor Eli received the message 
with great good sense and piety* He knew it 
was not Samuel's desire to wound him. What 
occurred Uie night before^ when Samuel thrice 
came to his bed, persuaded him Uiat God really 
had said these things. He piously acquiesced 
in the divine will, knowing it was only a tem* 
j^ral punishment that was involved in the sen* 
tence denounced against his family. His only 
remark was, *' It is the Lord, let him do what 
saemedi him good." *' It is the Lord, it is he 
that pronounces the judgment, from whose bar 
there lies no appeal/ and against whose sentence 
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t^iere lies no exception. It is he that pronounces 
the judgment^ whose power cannot be resisted^ or 
justice arraigned^ or sovereignty contested* It is 
the lAM'd, who will thus sanctify and glorify him* 
self, and it is highly fit he should. It is the Lord, 
with whom there is no unrighteousness, who 
never did nor ever will do any wrong to any of 
his creatures, nor exact more than their iniquity 
deserves. Let him do tvkat seemeth him good; I 
have nothing to say against his {proceedings ; he 
is righteous in all his ways, and holy in all his 
works, and therefore his wiU he done. I will 
bear the indignation of the Lord, because I have 
sinned against him. Thus we ought to quiet 
ourselves under Crod's rebukes, and never to 
Hrive with our Maker** * 

*' And Samuel grew, and the Lord was with 
him,'' to bless, instruct, and guide him* And 
he " let none of his words fall to the ground.*^ 
His words were accm'ding to truth, and he said 
nothing for which hehad not divine authority; and 
whatever he predicted came to pass. New honour 
was conferred on him by God. " All Israel, 
frpm Dan even to B^ersheba, knew that Samuel 

* Henry t/i loco. 
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was established to be a prophet of the Lord. 
And the Lord appeared again in Shiloh ; for the 
Lord revealed himself to Samuel in Shiloh^ by 
the word of the Lord. 

See infant Samuel lay his head. 

Sleep closes up his eyes ; 
One calls him, ^< Samnel," from his bed ; 

Obedient does he rise. 

Nor yet did Samuel know the Lord, 

Thoughtless was he and young,' 
Though often had he read the word, 

Had heard, and read, and sung. 

The voice calls still ; but where, and how ; 

Then £11 bade reply. 
Oh ! Lord, thy servant hears thee now. 

Speak, Lord, for here am 1, 

Ah ! happy, when the King of kings ^ 

Thus calls in early day ; 
Ah ! happy child, whom Jesus brings 

To listen, read, and pray. 
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CYRIL, 
OF CAPPADOCIA, 

Has been particularly noticed amongst those 
vrho sufiered martyrdom iox Christ under the 
Emperor Valerian. The following account is 
from Milner's History of the Church of Christ* 
VoL I. p. 472. 

'' At Casareay in Cappadoda, a child, named 
Cyril^ shoiK^ed uneommon ftntitude. He called 
on the name of Jesus Christ continually, nor 
could threats or blows prevent him from openly 
avowing Christianity. Several diildren of the 
same age persecuted him ; and his own father, 
with the applauses of many persons for bis zeal 
in the support of paganism, drove him out of his 
house. The judge or^red him to be brought 
before him, and said, ' My dnld, I will pardon 
your faults, and your &ther shall receive you 
again : it is in your power to enjoy your father's 
estate, provided you are wise, and take care of 
your own interest.' * I rejoice to bear your 
reproaches,' replied the child; 'God will re- 
ceive me: I am not sorry that 1^ am expelled out 
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of our houae : I shall l»ve a better mansden : I 
four not death, because it wiU introduce me into 
a better life.' , Divine grace having enabled him 
to witness this good confession, he was ordered 
to be bound and led^ as it were, to execution. 
The judge had given seeret orders to bring him 
back agaia> hoping that the ngbt of the &r9 
ndffiit overcome his remonstrances.' ' Your fire 
and your sword,' says the young mar^, ' are 
insignificant. I go to a belter house; I go to 
more exeeUent ridies: dispatch me presently, 
that I may enjoy them.' The spectators wepi 
through conqmssion. ' Ye should rather ngoiee/ 
says he, ' in conducting me to punisbknent. Yt 
know not what a dty I am going to iidiabit, nor 
wbat is my hope/ Thus, he went to his deaths 
and wa» the admiration of the whole city. Such 
an example iihtttrates well tiiat scripture, ' Qui 
of ike mouths tf babes and sucklings ihou kasi 
arUamed strength'" 

The natund enmity of the human heart to the 
ptttfe and holy Christianity of the Bible is strik* 
ie^y exemplified by this anecdote* How great 
most be the malignity <xf which human nature, 
if unxsstrained by the providentid arrangements 
of heaven, is capable, when not only the most 

F 
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exemplary and valuable citizens oould be devoted 
to death for their attachment to the principles of 
the Gospel^ but when even helpless childhood 
could be thus also consigned to the same pe* 
nalties^ for the same cause. Nor is this a solitary 
instance* ** One city of Phrygia, being gene- 
rally Christian^ was besieged, by armed men^ in 
the reign of Diodesian^ and set on fire. The 
men, with their wives and children, were burnt 
to death, calling upon Christ, the Crod over alL 
All the inhabitants, magisd*ates, and people, 
nobles and plebeians, professing Christianity, 
were ordered to sacrifice, and for refusing suf« 
fered in this manner.** 

If the enmity of the natural man against God 
is proved by the conduct of the persecutors, the 
power of the Grospel, and the strength of grace, 
are most abundantly manifested by the behaviour 
of the maxtyn in general, but more especially of 
such as were young. What must be the reali^ 
and infiuence of genuine religion, when, for the 
sake of a crucified Saviour, even children volun« 
tarily and cheerfully encountered the pains and 
horrors of martyrdom. — Little children, would 
your love for Christ lead you, in times of per«i 
secution, to suffer for his sake? 
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THE CHILDREN OF MERINDOLL. 



During the persecutions^ which were carried on 
by the Papists, ?n the beginning of the sixteenth 
century, against the Waldenses, the town of 
Merindol], in Provence, in which some of them 
resided, was exposed to the most violent cruelty, 
arid was eventually destroyed, together with the 
country for 200 miles round, according to a sen* 
tence prcmounced against them by the high tri« 
bunal at Aix, and confirmed by the King of 
France,. 12th Apri], 1545. While they were 
suffering under these troubles, tlie Bi^op of 
Cavoillon visited the place, hoping by subtlety to 
induce them to abjure their principles. Amongst 
pther proceedings to which he resorted, we learn 
firom Fox, that he called " before hhn the chil* 
dren, both great and small, gave them money, 
and commanded them, with fair words, to learn 
the Pater Nosier and the Creed in Latin. The 
roost part of them answered that they knew the 
Pater Nostcr and the Creed already in Latin, but 
they could make no reason of that, which they 

' f2 
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spakej or understand it, '' but only in the Yulgar 
tongue." The Bishop answered^ that *' it was not 
necessarj they should foe so cunning, but that it 
was sufficient that they knew it in Latin, and 
that it was not requisite for their salvation to 
understand or to expound the .articles of their 
fiuth ; for there were many bishops, curates, yea, 
the doctors of divinity, whom it would trouble to 
expound the Pater Noster and the Creed." ^ 
great was the ignorance of the Roman Catholic 
dergy about the things of God in those days! 
When the blind lead the blind, evil only can 
ensue* In consequence of Uiis declaration, die 
Bailiff of Merindbll, named Andrew Mainard, 
asked to what purpose it would serve, to say 
the Pater Noster and the Creed, and not to un- 
derstand the same, for in so doing they should 
only mock and deride God. Then said the 
Bishop unto him, do you understand what is 
signified by these words, / believe in God? 
The Bailiff answered him, I should think mysetf 
very miserable if I did not understand it ; and 
then he began orderly (in order) to give account 
of his faith. Then said the Bishop, I would not 
have thought there had been so great doctors in 
M^rindoU. The Bailiff an^swercd, the least of 
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the inhahitants of, MerindoU can do it yet more 
readily than I ; but I pray you, question with 
one or two of these young children^ that you 
may understand whether they be well taught or 
no. But the Bishop either knew not how to 
question with them^ or at the least, would not. 

Then one of them, named Pieron Roy, said, Sir, 
one of these children may question with another, 
if you think it so good : and the Bishop was 
contented. Then one of the children began to 
question with his fellows, with grace and gravity, 
as if he had been a schoolmaster ; and the chil« 
dren, one after another, answered so to the pur« 
pose, that it was marvellous to hear. For it was 
done in the presence of many, among whom there 
were four religious men, (ecclesiastics,) that came 
lately out of Paris ; of whom one said unto the 
Bishop, I must needs confess that I have often , 
been at the common schools of the Sorbonne in 
Paris, where I have heard the disputations of the 
Divines, but yet I never learned so much as I 
have done by hearing these young children. 
Then said William Armaut, Did ye never read 
that which is wiitten in the 11th chapter of 
St Matthew, where it is said, " O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, I render thanks uuto l\\»^) 

f3 
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that thou hast hidden these things from the 
sage and wise men of the worlds and hast re- 
vealed them unto young infants. But behold, 
O Father, such was thy good wiU and pleasure,** 
Then every man marvelled at the ready and 
witty answers of the children of MerindolL 
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ELIZABETH, 

Ths great^een of England, was bom on the 
7th of September, 1539, at the Royal Palace of 
Greenwich, in Kent. Henry VIII. and his wife 
Ann Boleyn were mudk disappointed at her behig 
a girl, but they shewed no feeling of the kind in 
publir; ahA in order to proclaim her heir pre- 
sumptive to the crown, they determined on ho* 
nouring the unconsdons infant with a most mag« 
tnficent christem'ng* She was called Elizabeth, 
in memory of her grandmother, whose marriage 
with Henry VII. unit^ the long4io6tile houses 
of York and Lancaster, and secured the tran- 
quillity and peace of a long-distracted country. 

By order of the King, the exceUeht Archbi- 
shop Cranmer acted as one of the sponsors. A 
pledge was thus given, diat her education should 
be attendcid to with every r^ard to true religion, 
and that every means should be employed to in- 
fuse into her infant mind, with the divine bles- 
sing, the great principles of the Protestant faith. 
A great master of poesy has described t\v^^x^^ 
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late breaking forth on the occasion in the follow- 
ing prophetic strain : — 

<< Let me speak. Sir, ' 
For heaven now bids me ; and the words I utter 
Let none think flattery, for they'll find 'em truth. 
This royal infant, (heaven still move about her !) 
Though in her cradle, yet now promises 
Upon this land a thousand thousand blessings. 
Which time shall bring to ripeness ; she shall be 
(But few now living can behold that goodness) 
A pattern to all princes living ^th her. 
And all that shall succeed ; Sheba was never r 
More covetous of wisdom, and fair virtue. 
Than this pure soul shall be ; all princely graces. 
That mould up such a mighty piece as this b, 
\^Ui all the virtues that attend the good. 
Shall still be doubled on her : truth shall nurse her : 
. Holy and heavenly thoughts still counsel her : 
She shall be loved and feared } her own shall bless her ; 
Her foes shake like a fiel^ of beaten corn. 
And hang their heads with sorrow : Good grows with her : 
In her days, every man shall eat in safety. 
Under his own vine, what he plants ; and sing 
The merry songs of peace to all his neighbours t 
God shall be truly known . and those about her 
From her shall read the perfect ways of honour, 
And by those claim their greatness, not by blood." 

The Lord Mayor and Corporation of London, 
having been summoned to attend, proceeded by 
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water to Greenwich^ and uniting with the pro* 
cession irom the Palace^ marched to the Friars 
Church, where the oeremony was performed, the 
walls being 'hung with rich tapestry, and the way 
thither being strewn with green rushes. The 
citizens hegfin die procession, walking two and 
two, and were followed by a long line of Barons, 
Bishops, and Earls. The splendid ftnd haughty 
Henry Bonrchier, £«rl of Essex, then advanced, 
bearing th^ gilt basons. Henry, Marquis of Dor« 
set^ frtheir of Lady Jane Grey, William Court- 
ney, Marquis of Exeter, cousin to the King, and 
Lady Mary Howard, the beautiful daughter a£ 
the Duke of Nor&lk, bearing certain supersti- 
tious applications, employed according to the 
Popish, usage, in the celebration of the rite, ap- 
peared the next in order. The royal infant, 
wrapped in a mantle of purple velvet, having a 
long train furred with ermine, was carried by one 
of her godmothers, the Dowager Duchess of 
Norfdk. The Dowager Duchess of Dorset was 
the other godmother. The Dukes of Norfolk and 
Suffolk^ the only Peers of that rank then in Eng- 
land, supported the lady who had charge of the 
child ; and the train was borne by the Countess 
of Kent, a descendant of the House of York, as- 



3! 



58 BRIEF MEMOIRS OP 

sisted by Thomas Boleyn^ Earl of Wiltshire, the 
happy and exalted grandfather of the distinguish- 
ed infant, and by Edward Stanley, third Earl of 
Derby. 

A rich and gorgeous canopy, supported by 
four Nobles, was borne over the youi^ Elizabeth, 
and the ceremony of baptism was perfcnrmed by 
Stokesley, Bishop of London. A solemn bene- 
diction was afterwards pronounced by the great 
father of the English Church, the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, who was -so eminently instrumental 
in causing the nation to awake from their long 
sleep of ignorance, and cast off the foreign and 
degrading yoke of Rome. The cerem6ny was 
performed at a sDver font, surmounted by a 
crimson canopy, which had previously been 
placed in the centre of the church. 

The principal actors on this remarkable occa^ 
sion are thus briefly noticed, for the purpose of 
stating, that within a very short period, the great 
majority of them became the victims of tyranny, 
intolerance, or superstition. In a few hours all 
this empty p«igeantry passed away, and in a few 
years many, who bore the greatest share in it, 
found their, titles, dignity, and pomp, insufficient 
to protect their nearest relatives or themselves 



ham the hand of violence. How vain is all the 
parade of courts and all the ceremonies of princes ! 
They are only vain shows. They are necessary^ 
indeed^ to support the dignity of the reahn, and 
to give employment to the poor, but those evince 
but little wisdom, who pride themselves on such 
distinctions^ and associate happiness' with such 
unsatisfying pageants. ' 

When the Princess, whose august admission 
into the outward pale of the churchy was so 
pompously celebrated, was only three years old, 
her poor mother was unjustly and frivolously di- 
vorced from Henry, and barbarously executed 
on a £dse charge, and she of course became an 
object of neglect herself Her altered situation 
was described in the most pitiable manner by her 
governess, the Lady firyan, to the Minister of 
State. The changes of this mortal life, though 
so ^frequently repeated and so singularly instruc- 
tive, seldom meet the consideration they deserve, 
and few profit by their occurrence. Yet there is 
something so striking in the contrast between 
the baptism of Elizabeth and her condition on 
the death of her mother, that the letter of her 
titled instructress, which describes it, deserves 
umnutilated insertion. 
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'^ Now, 80 it 19^ my Lady Elkabetk is put 
. from that degree she was before; and ifhat d»« 
gree she is at now^ I know not but by heamiy. 
Therefore I km>w not how to order ber» nor my^ 
self, nor none of her*s that I fa«ve the rideof;' 
that is, her women and her gvooma, Beseediing 
you to be good Lord to my Lady^uid all hia^B, 
and that she may have some sainient« Foe she 
bath neither gown, nor kirtle, nor pettiooat; lior 
no manner of linen, nor fixresmodcs, nor handU 
kerchii^, nor sleeves, nor rails, not stitdict^ nor 
mufflcas, nor biggins. All these, her GraeeV 
mostahe,^ 1 haye driven off as long aa I can, that 
by my troth, I canDoot drive it any longer*. Be* 
seeching you, my Lord, that you will see that 
her Graoe may have what is needfhl fiir her, aa 
I trust yerwiU do; that I may know from you by 
writing how I shall order myadf; and what is 
the Kiiiig's giaoe and pleasmne and your's, that I 
shall do- in every thing. 

** My Lord,. Mr. Shelton saith he is die master 
of thia house: what fiiabion that shall be, I can* 
not tell: for I have not seen it before. I trast 

• This word it nniiitelligilile. It may aignify^ that 9b9 

Jnutt take or get those things. ^"*^.. . 
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your Lorddbip will see the house lumourably or« 
dered> howsoever it bath been ordered before. 

^My Lord, Mr., Sheltcn) would have my Lady ' 

Elizabeth to dine and sup every day at the 

board of estate* , Alas ! My Lord, it is not meet 

for a child of her age to keep sndx rule yet. I 

promise you, my Lord, I dare not take it upon 

me to- keep her in health, and she keep rule. For 

there she shall see divers meats and i^ts, and 

wine : whidi would be hard for me to restrain 

her Chraoe from it. You know, my Lord, there 

is no place of correction there. And yet she is 

yet too young to correct greatly. I know well, 

and she be there, I ahall neither bring her up to 

Ae King's Grace's honour nor her*s, nor U> her 

heakh, nor to my poor honesty; wherefore 

I show your Lordship this my desire^ Beseedd^g 

you, my Lord> that my Lady may have a mess 

of meat to her own lodging, with a good dish or 

two, that is meet for her Grace to eat €£ 

'' God knowetib my Lady hath great pain with 
her great teeth, and they come slowly forth: and 
causeth me ta suffisr her Grace to hav^ her will 
more than I would. I trust to God, and her 
teeth were well grafted, to have her Grace after 
another fiishion tha(i she is. yet^ so. I trui^^b& 

o . 
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King's Grace shall have great comfort in her 
Grace. For she is as toward a child^ and as 
gentle of conditions^ as I ever knew any in tny 
fife. Jesu preserve her Grace ! As for a day or , 
two at a hey time^ or whensoever it shall please 
the King^s Grace to have her set abroad, I trust 
so to endeavour me, that she shall so do as shall 
be to the King's honour and her^s ; and then after 
to take her ease again. 

'' Good my Lord, have my Lady's Grace and 
us, that be her poor servants, in your remem* 
brance. " From Hunsdon." 

Few memorials appear to have been preserved 
of the future treatment she received during her 
infancy. She was soon however restored to fa* 
vour, and was admitted ^to some consideration 
after the Urth of Prince Edward. An attachment 
of the truest and most interesting character was 
fbniied between her and her incomparable bro« 
ther, from the first dawnings of reason in both. 
It is delightful to see children of the same fionfly 
united together in love. 

She was very soon placed under the tuition of 
Roger Ascham, a man of great learning, who was 
very proud of her proficiency in her studies. 
When she was about sixteen, he gave an account 
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of her to his friend John Sturmius^ the excellent 
rector of the Protestant university of Strasburgh^ 
which shows how diligently she applied to all her 
studies from the time she was placed under his 
care. 

" Never was the nobility of England more let* 
tered than at present Our illustrious King Ed- 
ward^ in talent^ industry^ perseverance and eru- 
dition^ surpasses both his own years and the be« 
lief of men. I doubt not that France will also 
yield the just praise of learning to the Duke of 
Suffolk, and the rest of that band of noble youths 
educated with the king in Greek and I^n lite- 
rature, who depart for that coiuntry on this very 
day. 

" Numberless honourable ladies of the present 
time surpass the daughters of Sir Thomas More 
in every kind of learning. But amongst them 
all, my illustrious, mistress the Lady Elizabeth 
shines like a star, excelling them more by the 
splendour of her virtues and her learning than by 
the glory of her royal birth. In the variety of 
her commendable qualities, I am less perplexed 
to find matter for the highest panegyric than to 
circumscribe that panegyric within just bounds. 

q2 
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Yet I shall mention nothing respecting her but 
what has come under my own observation. 

" For two years she pursued the study of 
Greek and Latin under my tuition; but the 
foundations of her knowledge in both langui^^ 
were laid by the diligent instruction of William 
Grindal, my late foelov^ friend^ and seven years 
n^ pupil in classical learmi^ at Cambridge^ 
From this university he was summoned by John 
Cheke to court, where he soon a^r received the 
appointment of tutor to this lady. After some 
years, when through her native genius, aided by 
the efforts of so exce&ent a master, she had made 
a great progress iH learning ; and Grindal, by his 
merit and the favour of his mistress, might have 
aepired to high dignities ; he was shatdied away 
by a sudden illness, leaving a greater miss of 
himself in the court, dian I remember any other 
to have done these many years. 

*' I was appointed to succeed him in his office, 
and the work which he had so ha^^ly begun, 
without my assistance indeed, but not without 
some counsels of mine, I diligently laboilred. to 
complete. Now, however, released from the throng 
6f a court, and restored to the felicity of my for« 
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mer learned leisure, I enjoy, through the bounty 
of the king, an honourable appointment in this 
university* 

'' The Lady Elisabeth has accomplished her 
sixteenth year ; and so much solidity of under- 
standing, and courtesy united with dignity, have 
never been observed at so early an age. She has 
the most ardent love of true religion, and of the 
best kind of literature. The constitution of the 
mind is exempt from female weakness,^ and she is 
endued with a masculine power of application. 
No apprehension can be quicker than hers, no 
memory more retentive. French and Italian she 
speiJis like English; I^tin with fluency, pro* 
priety, and judgment ; she also spoke Greek with 
me, frequently, willingly and moderately well. 
Nothing can be more elegant than her hjand- 
writing, whether in the Greek i«r Roman cha<^ 
racter. In music she is very skilful, but does not 
greatly delight. With respect to personal deco- 
ration, she greatly prefers a simple elegance to 
shew and splendour, s6 despising * the outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of 
gold,' that in the whole manner of her life, she 
rather resembles Hyppolyta than Phaedra. 

" She read with me almost the whole o€ Cv»x^ 

o3 
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and a great part of Livj : from these two authors^ 
indeed^ her knowledge of the Latin language has 
been almost exclusively derived. The beginning 
of (he day was always devoted by her to the New 
Testament in Greeks after which she read short 
select orations of Isocrates and the tragedies of 
Sophocles, which I judged best adiqpted to supply 
her tongue with the purest diction, her mind with 
the most excellent precepts^, and her exalted sta* 
tion with adefence against the utmost power of for* 
tune. For her religious instruction) she drew first 
from the fountains iji scripture; and afterwards 
from St. Cyprian, the common places of Melano* 
thon,and8imilarworks,whichamveypuredoctrine 
in elegant language. In every kind of writing she 
easily detected any ill-adapted or far*fetched ex* 
pression. She could not bear those feeble imita- 
tors of Erasn^us who bind the Latin language in 
the fetters of miserable proverbs ; on the other 
hand, she aj^oved a atyle chaste in its propriety 
and4)eautiful by perspicuity : and she greatly ad- 
mired meta{^ors, when not too yiolent, and anti* 
theses, when just and happily opposed. By a 
diligent attention to these particulars, her ears 
became so practised and so nice, that there was 
nothing in Greek, Latin, or English, prose or 
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WBne, which^ according to its merits or dd^cts^ 
she did not either reject with disgust, or receive 
with the highest debght." • • • • 

The diligence, with which one of such exalted 
tank porsued her studies, is an example that 
ought surely to b6 followed by those, whose in- 
ferior station in society can ofier no excuse for 
neglecting the ctjultivation of their minds, or for 
assuming those airs of accomplished idleness, or 
of buffjr trifling, which can never ensure respect, 
or benefit either the individual or any of the hu- 
man race. Her modesty, and her dislike to finery, 
were as remarkable as her learnings Dr. Elmer, 
or Aylmer, afterwards Bishop of London^ in his 
^ Harbour for faithful Subjects," bea:^ testimony 
to her youthfbl superiority to the q>l^did Miies 
which often prove so seductive to persons at her 
agev " The king left her rididoathes and jewds; 
and I know k to be true, that in eeven years after 
her firther's d^aUi, she never in dl that time 
looked upon tiiat rich attire and precidus jewek 
<Naoe, and that against her will, and there nev^ 
^aaaxe gold or stone upon her head, till her sister 
finrced her to leave off her former soberness, and 
bear her company in her glittering gayness. And 
then she so wore it, as every man nught ^e^SSoaX. 
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her body carried that which her heart dislikecL 
I am sure that her maidenly apparel which she 
used in King Edward's time made the noblemen's 
daughters and wives to be ashamed to be dressed ' 
and painted like peacocks; being more moved 
with her virtuous example than with all that ever 
Paul or Peter wrote touching that matter. Yea^ 
this I know, a great man's daughter (Lady Jane 
Grey) receiving from Lady Mary, before she was 
queen, good apparel, of tinsel, doth of goLd, and 
velvet, laid on with parchment lace of gold, when 
she saw it, said, ' What shall I do with it ?'— 
* Mary,' ^d a gentlewoman, * wear it.' * Nay,* 
quoth she, ^ that were a shame, to follow my 
Lady Mary against the wcnrd of God, and leave 
my Lady Elizabeth which followeth God's word.' 
And when all the ladles, at the copiing of the 
Scots' queen dowager, ' went with their hair 
irownsed, curled and double curled, she altered 
nothing, but kept her old maidenly shamefaced* 
^ess.' " So plain indeed was Elizabeth in dress 
at this i^eriod, that a print, taken from a portrait 
of her when young, exhibits her in the most sim- 
ple attire^ and without a single ornament in her 
hair. If she displayed greater splendour when 
she ascended the throne, her situation might seem 
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fo have demanded it; and to catch the vulgar 
eye with fine apparel^ and fine shews^ was a part 
of the pi^icy^ which the ignorance and superficial 
judgment of the populace were supposed to have 
rendered necessary^ to secure their fiivour. 

" Her talents^ her vivacity, her profieiency ti^ 
those classical studies to wkidh he was himself 
addicted, and especially the attachment which' 
she manifested to tl^ reformed religioB, (says a 
modem Inographer,) endeared her exceedingly 
to the young king het brother, who was wont to 
<^all her, perhaps with reference to the sobriety of 
dress and manners by whidi she was then distin* 
guidied, his sweet sister Temperance. On her 
part his affection was met by every demonstration 
of sisterly tenderness, joined to tliose delicate at« 
tentions and respectful observances which his 
raank, required."* In presenting him with her 
picture, according to his request, ^e wrote him 
the following lett». 

'* Like as the ridi man that daily gathereth 
ridies to riches^ and to one bag of money layeth 
a great sort till it come to infinite ; so methinks 
your majesty, not being sufficed with so many 

* Lucy Aikin's Memoirs, toI. i. p. 10. 
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benefits and gentleness shewed to me afore this 
time^ doth now encrease them in asking and de- 
airing where you may bid and command; re- 
quiring a thing not worthy the desiring for itself, 
but made worthy for your highness' request. My 
picture I mean : in which, if the inward good 
mind tbward your grace might as well be de« 
dalred as the outward face and countenance shall 
be seen, I would liot have tarried the command- 
ment but prevented it, nor have been the last to 
grant but the first to offer it. For the face I 
grant I might blush to offer, but the mind I shall 
never be ashamed to present. But though from 
the graces of the picture the colours may fade by 
time, may give by weather, may be spited by 
chance ; yet the other, nor time with her swiit 
firings shall overtake, nor the misty clouds v/ith 
thehr lowering may darken, nor Chance with hec 
slippery £oot may overthrow, 

" Of this also yet the proof could not be great, 
because the occasions have been so small ; not- 
withstanding, as a dog hath a day, so may I per- 
chanee have time to declare i^ in deeds, which 
now 1 do write them but in words. And further, 
I shall humbly beseech your majesty, that when 
you slviU look on my picture, you will vouchsafe 
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to think, that as you have but the outward sha- 
dow of the body before you, so my inward mind 
wisheth that the body itself were oftener in your 
presence, Howbeit, because both my so being I 
think I could do your, majesty little pleasure, 
though myself great good : aad again, because I 
see not as yet the time agreeing thereunto^ I shall 
learh to follow this saying of Horace, * Fens, nod 
culpes, quod vittui non potest.' And thus I will 
(troubling your majesty I fear) end with my . 
most humble thanks; beseeching God long to 
preserve you to his honour, to your comfort, to 
the realm's profit, and to my joy* 

(From Hatfield, 15th day of May.) 
Your Majesty's most humble servant, 

" EUZABETH.'' 

An historian of this period has preserved aa 
anecdote of the great respect which was paid to 
him :—" March 17th (1551) the Lady Elizabeth, 
the King's sister, rode through London unto St. 
James's, the King's palace, with a great company 
of lords, knights, and gentlemen, and after her a 
great company of ladies and gentlemen on horse- 
back, about two hundred. On the 19th she came 
from St. James's through the Park to the Court j 
the way from the Park gate unto the CqnlxX^'c^^ 
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with fine sand. Slue wa» attended with a very 
honourable confluence of noble and worshipful 
persons of both sexes^ and received with much 
ceremony at the court gate." 

Notwithstandi]:ig the favour and credit shewn 
to the young Princess^ there were some about 
her who envied her those favours. Hie followmg 
letter will show it mcffe fully :-— 

'' Th^ Princess Elizabeth to King Edward VI. 

" Like as a sbipman in stofmy weather plucky 
down the sails> tanying for better wi^d, so did 
I^ most noble Kififf, in m(y unfbrttmate chunce 
on Thursday, pluipk down the high sails o£ my 
joy and comfort ; a^ 4q^ trust one day> that as 
teroublesom^e waves have repulsed me backward, 
so a gentle wind vill briog me fcnrward to my 
haven. Two chisf oocasic»)s moved me much 
aiid grieved me. greasy; the one, ibr that I 
doi^xted ypur Majesty'8> healt^i; the other, be* 
cause for aU my long tajn^iug, I went without 
that I came for. Of th^ first I am rdieved in a 
part, both that I understand of your health, an^ 
also that your M^esty's lodging is far from my 
Lord Marquis's chamber: of my other grief I 
am not ^^Md; but the best is, that wfa^tsoeve? 
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Other folks will suspect^ I intend not to fear your 
Grace's good will, which, as 1 know that I never 
deserved to faint, so I trust will still stick by me. 
'For if your Grace's advice that I should return 
(whose will is commandment) had not been, 
I would not have made the half of my way the 
end of my journey. 

" And thus as one desirous to hear of your 
Majesty's health, though unfortunate to see it, I 
shall pray God to preserve you. (From Hatfield, 

Saturday.) 

*' Your Majesty's humble Sister, 

" Elizabeth/' 
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LADY JANE GREY 

Was the only daughter and child of Henry Mar- 
' quis of Dorset^ and was grand-niece to Henry VIII. 
She was bom at Broadgate^ in Leicestershire, 
about the year 1537. The destruction of all the 
ecclesiastical registers, which took place when 
the monasteries were suppressed, prevents our 
arriving at any positive certainty respecting the 
exact date of her birth. It was however at a 
most important and critical era. It was at the 
very dawn of the Reformation. Cranmer was 
now Archbishop of Canterbury, and had suc- 
ceeded in subverting many superstitious rites and 
practices. It was at this very juncture, that Cran- 
mer informed Secretary Cromwell of his having 
prevailed on his brother Bishops to subscribe to 
the declarations of the Paternoster, Ave^maria, 
Creed,- and the Ten Commandments, together 
with certain articles of faith, which were after- 
wards published, as is most probable, under the 
title of the true erudition of everv Christian Man. 
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JThe Bible abb had been printed, though not 
widely circulated in the English tongue. 

Highly as the Marquis of Dorset, her father, 
was connected, he preferred the quiet of a rural 
life to all the splendour and dissipation of the 
Court. His courage was great, his ambition, 
high ; but still he delighted most in the retirement 
of Broadgate. This ancient mansion was situate 
on the borders of Chamwood Forest, in a most 
romantic spot. It was surrounded with wood 
to a great distance, in every direction, and had 
an agreeable rivulet passing through it. The 
park is still walled round, and very beautiful, the 
undulations of the soil being particularly pictu- 
resque. Bold rocks break through the foliage of 
its venerable woods, and the tower that sur« 
mounts the lofty hill, called Old John, which 
rises behind the ruins of the old mansion, adds 
mudi to the effect g£ the scene. The view from ' 
that lovely eminence is extremely fine, and em« 
braces within its ample extent not less than seven 
counttea. The deer, which still court the shade, 
8cram]|;>le among the rocks, and follow the course 
of the stream through the narrow winding glen, 
rtcal the mind of the visitor to the sports and 
occupations of its former posses8<H's. 

h2 
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The remains of the house are inconsiderable^ 
but they are enough to mark the internal ar- 
rangements which prevailed. It was huWt chiefly 
of brick^ and was of a square fona, having a 
turret at each end. Weeds and wild flowers con- 
ceal the cellars ; and the kitchen, where bounty 
once spread her ample store, and the busy prepa- 
rations of hospitality were so bountifully made, 
affords provision now alone to the industrious 
bee. The garden continues to present some 
traces of its ancient distribution into terraces and 
beds, but every appearance of cultivation is 
gone. The parterre has forgotten to delight us 
with its fragrance^ and with the absence of in- 
dustry, the whde has ceased to be useful or pro- 
ductive. Where are those who once attended to 
its culture ? Where is she who once, with de- 
light and youthful buoyancy, paced along its 
well-trimmed walks to meditate or read ? Alas ! 
Ave hundred years have rolled away since the 
noble lady we speak of pursued her studies 
there, and since the spot she loved to cultivate 
ceased to know her. How humiliating to man 
are such remembrances of his mortality ! Who 
can visit such a scene without the fullest convic^ 
tion of the emptiness of worldly splendour^ with* 
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out being admonished of the' vanity of human 
wishes ? Nor do the appearances of neglect and 
the visible proofs of desolation and decay^ which 
prevail, teach us a less important lesson. The 
mind of man is like this desert garden; uncul* 
tured, and unattended to, it brings forth nothing 
that is valuable — lefl to itself, it is a wild and un- 
inviting waste. It requires exertion, industry, 
-and care, to render it profitable for any thing. 
It is no less a law of our being, that our intel- 
lectual improvement must bear an exact propor- 
tion to the degree of our labour, than it i&> the 
law of our fallen nature, that we must depend for 
a livelihood on, and procure bread by, the sweat 
of our brow. No relief can be obtained from the 
curse pronounced cm the material earth, but by 
the persevering application of manual or me^ 
chanical force ; and in vain shall we hope to 
restore the mind to any thing of its ancient 
greatness, unless we continue to put forth the 
most unwearied efforts to inform and improve it. 
Lady Jane was singularly fortunate in the per- 
son to whose care her education was entrusted. 
Jdin Aylmer, who was partly educated at Ox- 
ford and partly at Cambridge, having made great 
pfefideocy at both Universities, and was after- 
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wards Bishop of London^ had received from in- 
&Xicy much attention from Lady Jane Grey's 
father. That nobleman having borne the charge 
of his education^ afterwards received him into 
his family ; and appointed him tutor to his chil- 
dren. This eminent scholar had early imbibed 
the doctrines of the Reformation^ and under his 
tuition Lady Jane soon acquired the most asto- 
nishing acquaintance with ancient literature^ and^ 
what was far better^ an enlightened knowledge 
of divine truth. The writer of Bishop Aylmer's 
life .thus describes her proficiency under him : — 
" As she was a lady of excellent parts^ so by his 
instruction she attained to a degree above her sex 
in the knowledge of Latin and Greek ; so that 
she read^ and that with ease and delight, Plato 
and Demosthenes^ and wrote excellently well. 
And he bred her up in piety as well as learnings 
being very devout to God^ and a serious em- 
bracer of the evangelical doctrine^ purged from 
the superstitions of Rome. • 

" To what perfection she attained in Greek by 
Aylmer's instruction^ and what a happy guide he 
was to her in good literature^ appeared in part by a 
discourse^ that happened in King Edward's days^ 
between this noble lady and Roger Ascham^ 
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who taught her to 'write, being an excellent pen- 
man himself^ and who was schoolmaster to ano- 
ther great lady, and afterwards Queen too, the 
Lady Elizabeth." 

Ascham's own account, extracted from his 
work on education, entitled the Schoolmaster, 
then follows. But we may first observe, that 
he introduces the anecdote as an instance of the 

beneficial effect which results from the gentle 
treatm'ent of children when under instruction, 
'* One example," says he, " whether love or fear 
doth Work more in a child for virtue and leam- 
itig, I will gladly report ; which may be heard 
with some pleasure, and followed with more 
profit. 

" Before I went into Germany, I came to 
Brodegate, in Leicestershire, to take my leave of 
that noble lady Jane Gret/, to whom I was ex- 
ceeding much beholding. Her parents, the Duke 
and Duchess, with all the household, gentlemen 
and gentlewomen, were hunting in the park. 
I found her in her chamber, reading Pkcedo 
Platonisy in Greek, and that with as much de- 
light as some gentlemen would read a merry 
tale in Boccace. After salutation, and duty 
don^j with some other talk, I asked het> f ^(IVc^ 
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she would lose such pastime in the park ?' Smil- 
iug, she answered me ; ' I ¥dst, all their sport 
in the park is but a shadow to that pleasure that 
I find in Plato. Alas ! good folk, they never 
felt what true pleasure meant.' ' And how come 
you, Madam,' quoth I, ' to this deep knowledge 
of pleasure ? and what did chiefly allure you 
unto it, seeing not many women, but very few 
men, have attained thereunto ?' ' I will tell 
you,' quoth she, ' and tell you a truth, which 
perchance ye will marvel at, one of the greatest 
benefits, that ever God. gave me, is, that sent me 
so sharp and severe parents, and so gentle a 
schoolmaster. For when I am in presence either 
of father or mother, whether I speak, keep silence, 
sit, stand, or go, eat, drink, be merry or sad, be 
sewing, playing, dancing, or doing any thin^ 
else, I must do it, as it were, in such weight, 
measure, and number, even so perfectly, as Grod 
made the world ; or else I am so sharply tatmted, 
so cruelly threatened, yea, presently sometimes 
with pinches, nips, and bobs, and other ways, 
which- 1 will not name foi; the honour I bear 
them, so without measure misordered, that I 
think myself in hell, till time come that I mast 
go to Mr. £hii^> who teacheth me so ^ofitly, ap 
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pleasantly^ with such fair allurement to learning, 
that I think all the -time nothing, while I am 
with him. And when I am called from him, I fall 
on weeping, because whatsoever I do else, but 
learning, is full of grief, trouble, fear, and whole 
misliking unto me. And thus my book hath 
been so much my pleasure, and bringeth to me 
daily more pleasure and more, 'that in respect of 
it, all other pleasures in very deed, be but trou- 
bles and trifles unto me/ ^ 

" I remember this talk gladly, both because it 
is so worthy of memory, and because also it was 
the last talk that ever I had, and the last time 
that ever I saw that noble and worthy lady." 

While Ascham afterwards thought on- this ad- 
mirable lady, and of the. employment be found 
her in, in her chamber reading of Plato, he broke 
out into these words : " O wonderful ! a divine 
maid, diligently reading in Greek the divine 
Phsedo of divine Plato ; in this respect you are 
to be reckoned happier, than that both by father 
and mother you derive your stock from kings 
and queens." And upon the same account our 
Aylmer, whose scholar she was, he thus congra-i 
tulates, turning his speech to him, and then to 
her ; — *^ my most fortunate Aylmer, to whose 
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lot it fidls to have such a scholar; and you, 
madam, more fortunate in such a master ; all 
joy to you both, you the learner of such a master, 
and him the teacher/of such a scholar." 

Nothing can be more delightful than the work 
of education, when teachers and pupils vie with 
each other, the one to teach, and the other to be 
taught. Children are much their own enemies, 
when diey dislike instrucdon, and refuse to pay 
due attention to the course of study, which their 
friends are anxious they should pursue. A willing 
mind makes even difficulties easy, while a reluc- 
tant disposition has to encounter obstacles, which 
could never exist but in imagination. 

It may be profitable tp bear in mind particu- 
larly the many disadvantages, with which she had 
to labour. She was bom in an age when none 
understood properly the management of young 
people ; when literature was only in its infancy ; 
and when the greatest coarseness, both of man- 
ners and of conduct, pervaded all ranks of so- 
ciety. Terror was the general method, by which 
the rules of learning and of morals were alike en- 
forced. Harshness was considered an indispensable 
property in right tuition. It was deemed highly 
improper to exhibit any thing, which bordered 
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upon gentleness or kindness.. *' Daughters, in 
particular, even in womanhood, are described as 
being obliged to stand at the cupboard side dur- 
ing visits; except when permitted to have a 
cushion to kneel on; and then also it was not 
unusual, even before company, for ladies of the 
first rank to correct their grown up daughters 
with the large fans, which it was the fashion to 
cany." To such treatment it was the daily lot 
of Lady Jane Grey to be continually subjected. 
Notwithstanding the real fondness of her parents 
for her, the mistaken maxims of the age led them 
to resort to this pernicious system ; and yet, as 
her biographer Howard observes, " she.improved 
daily, it may be said, in spite of it." 

The kindness of her tutor, however, in some 
measure compensated fol her domestic trials ; 
and even those trials themselves were probably 
of great moral benefit, as they may have led to 
the formation of that patient, meek, submissive^ 
and truly Christian character, which was after- 
wai^ds, under still heavier afflictions, so strikingly 
displayed. It is in the school of tribulation, that 
God educates his people for heaven. The cross 
teaches with certainty the folly and vanity of the 
world, weans from all its unsubstantial and un- 
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satisfying joys, and prepares for glory. Th^ 
true Christian, whether in youth or old age, will 
know how to prize it. 

Those who have kind and indulgent parents 
ought to feel inexpressibly thankful to God for 
such a mercy, and should show how they valued 
it, by never abusing or taking an improper ad- 
vantage of that kindness and indulgence. Nor 
should they ever, if they knew either what was 
their duty or what was good for them, indulge 
any hard thoughts of, any resentful feelings to- 
wards their parents and friends, when they hap* 
pen to be treated with severity. That severity 
may be most necessary to correct their faults, 
may be prompted by the kindest possible con- 
siderations, and is ceitainly calculated to product 
the best moral consequences. 

Some may wonder at her extensive classical 
knowledge: but such knowledge is surely far 
preferable to the trifling and superficial education 
of many modem females. Were their minds 
stored with more useful learning, it might ren- 
der them something more valuable than mere 
sportive butterflies, beautiful perhaps to look at, 
but incapable of receiving or communicating any 
mental enjoyment. In Lady Jane Grey's time. 
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there was. little benefit to be derived from the 
English language, as there were then very few 
valuable works published in it/ Those, who 
wished to improve themselves, were therefore 
obliged to resort to other languages, and espe-* 
cially the Latin, as it was then the general 
medium of communication amongst persons of 
any information. Even now it would well repay 
the trouble of those, who wish to converse with 
the learned and the wise both of ancient and of 
modern times. When Lady Jane Grey lived, 
there were few English writers, besides our 
early poets, Chaucer and Gower, Skelton and 
Howard — some of whose productions were.ex« 
tremely unfit for female perusal. A relative of 
her own, Anthony Widville, Earl of Rivers, 
brother-in-law of Edward IV. had indeed trans- 
lated " The Dictes and Sayings of the Philoso- 
phers," " The Moral Proverbs of Christian of 
Fyse," and some other things printed by Cax- 
ton. Th^ Reformers, too, had printed some 
excellent works against Popery, and in defence 
of true religion. These would no doubt have 
offered her much instruction and pleasure, but 
they would have been insufficient to satisfy her 
thirst after knowledge. She was therefore com- 
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pelledy in a measure^ with many of her sex^ to 
adopt more masculine studies. 

Such studies called forth the marked approba^ 
tion of the learned^ and were particularly and 
honourably noticed by many writers^ but espe- 
cially by Strjrpe, in his Life of Archbishop 
Parker. Having had occasion to mention Lady 
Bacon's translation into English of Jewell's Apo- 
logy, he writes — 

** The noble Lady Bacon was one of the five 
daughters of Sjr Anthony Cook, of Gyddy Hall, 
in Essex, Knight, who bred them all up in good 
learning, ias he was a very learned man himself; 
so that his daughters were famous icK their know- 
ledge in the Latin and Greek tongues. Indeed, 
about the latter times of King Henry, many 
young ladies, daughters of men of nobility and 
quality, were bred up to skill in tongues and 
other human learning; taking example, I sup- 
pose, from that King, who took special care for 
the educating of his daughters, as well as his son, 
in learning. And they were happy in learned 
instructors. His last wife. Queen Catharine 
Parr, was a learned as well as godly lady. And 
Lady Jane, the daughter of the Duke of Suffolk, 
that unhappy Queen, had excellent learning* 



REMARKABLE CHILDREN. 87 

Dr. Meredith Hanmer read Eusebius in Greek 
to a certain honourable Lady^ as he tells us in 
his epistle before his English translation of that 
book^ nvhich gave him occasion to publish the 
said translation. And before aU these^ Sir Tho^ 
inas ^ore had a daughter, n^med Margaret, 
ivhom he bred up in ingenuous literature. She 
composed a Latin oration, and some verses, 
which her father shewed to Voysey, Bishop of 
Exeter ; whereat he was much moved with de-, 
light, and sent her a Portugue by her father, 
which he enclosed in a letter to her. And but 
little after the same time, viz. anno 1537, there 
was die Elizabeth Lucar, a citizen's wife, buried 
in St. Lawrence Pountney's Church, daughter oi 
one Paul Withipol: by the inscription upon 
whose monument, it appeared, that she writ very 
fairly three several hands; .that she understood 
Latin, Spanish, and Italian; writing, speaking, 
and reading it with perfect utterance and readi- 
ness : that she sung in divers tongues, and 
played^ excellently upon the viol, lute, and vir- 
ginals. And beside all this, she wrought all 
needle*work, that women used to exercise with 
pen^ frame, or stool ; understood well draif^ing 
of pictures, curious knots, and trails, beasts^ 

i2 
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birds^ and flowers, with a curious fancy. And 
to crown all, she was virtuous, read the Scrip- 
tures, and directed her faith to Christ, as her 
only mark. And all this she arrived to in her 
youth ; for she died at twenty-seven years of 
age. 

" Of the women in King Edward's reign we 
may judge and wonder, comparing them with 
that sex in this present age, by observing what 
Nicholas Udal writ in his Epistle to Queen 
Catharine, before the English Paraphrase upon 
the Gospel of St. John. ' But now in this gra- 
cious and blissful time of knowledge, in which it 
hath pleased God Almighty to reveal and shew 
abroad the light of his most holy Gospel, what 
a number is there of noble women, especially 
here in this realm of England; yea, and how 
many in the years ef .tender virginity, not only 
as well seen, and as familiarly traded in the Latin 
and Greek tongues, as in their own mother lan- 
guage; but also both in all kinds of profane 
literature and liberal arts, exacted, studied, and 
exercised; and in the Holy Scripture and theo- 
logy so ripe, that they are able aptly, cunningly, 
and with much grace, either U^ indite or translate 
into the vulgar tongue, for the public instruction 
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and edifying of the unlearned multitude ? Nei- 
ther is it now a strange thing to hear gentle* 
i¥omen^ instead of most vain communication 
about the moon shining in the water^ to use 
grave and substantial talk in Latin or Greek 
with their husbands, of godly matters. It is 
now no news in England, for young damsels in 
noble houses, and in the courts of princes, instead 
of cards, and other instruments of idle trifling, 
to have continually in their hands either j^salms. 
Homilies, and other devout meditations, or else 
PauVs Epistles, or some book of Holy Scripture 
matters; and ad familiarly to read or reason 
thereof in Greek, Latin, French, or Italian, as 
in English. It is now a common thing to see 
young virgins so nursed and trained in the study 
of letters, that they willingly set all odier vam 
pastimes at nought fcfr learning's sake. It is 
now no news at all, to see queens and ladies of 
most high state and progeny, instead of courtly 
dalliance, to embrace virtuous exercises of read- 
ing and writing, and with most earnest study, 
both early and late, to apply themselves to the 
acquiring of knowledge, as well in all other 
liberal arts and disciplines, as also most espe- 
cially of God, and hifi most holy word." 

1 3 
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Literary acquirements are by no means in* 
consistent m^ith polite accomplishments. Lady 
Jane bad made great proficiency in both. ^' She 
not only played admirably on various musical 
instruments, but accompanied them with a voice 
exquisitely sweet in itself, and assisted by all the 
graces that art could then bestow/' Her exe- 
cution in needle-work was exquisite. She had 
also learned the art of ^^ confectionary, then an 
important portion of lady-like household duty ;" 
and had obtained some knowledge of physic 
and surgery, which, together with the stated 
distribution of charitable aid to the poor of the 
parish, according to the excellent habit of thpse 
times, offered the most congenial occupation to 
her benevolent mind. True leamijig and right 
knowledge will always open the heart, and make 
us endeavour with the utmost* diligence to re- 
lieve, as far as consists with our means, every 
case of suffering and sorrow. 

It were no wonder, if a child of such remark- 
able amiability and knowledge, should attract 
the attention and gain the affection of the most 
exalted and excellent characters. At Broadgate, 
indeed, she could have little intercourse with the 
world, but in London the greatest respect was 
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shown her. Her connection vHth the Court has 
been already mentioned ; and we find her, after 
the death of Henry VHI., although yet in her 
infancy, a visitor with his widowed Queen, with 
whom she was a great favourite. Her residence 
with the Queen Dowager did not encroach upon 
her studies, for her Majesty was herself fond of 
reading ; had written many devotional treatises, 
and was attached to the principles of the Refor- 
mation. Neither was she inclined herself to be 
diverted from them by the charms and splendour 
of courtly society. She resided with Katherine 
till the time of her death, which took place in 
the year 1548, when she was only eleven years 
old. The Lord Admiral, whom Katherine had 
married, was allowed for a while to continue the 
charge of her ; and his ambitious plans, for his 
own exaltation in the state, through her variously 
designed elevation,- would have been enough to 
have distracted the mind of a less sensible and 
of a worse informed child. On her return to 
Broadgate, the interview i^eady related took 
place between her and Ascham ; and there it was 
she also received from him a letter early in the 
year 1 55i, while he was absent from England 
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on his diplomatic tour, Tliat letter will shew 
how highly he thought of her, and of her attain- 
ments. 

^^ In this my long peregrination, most illus- 
trious Lady, I have travelled far; have visited 
the greatest cities ; and have made the most dilir 
gent observations in my power upon the manners 
of nations, their institutions, l^s, religion, and 
regulations ; nevertheless, in such variety, there 
is nothing that has raised in me greater admira- 
tion than what I found in regard to yourself 
during the last summer, to see one so young and 
lovely, even in the absence of her learned pre-^ 
ceptor, in the noble hall of her family, at the 
very moment when all her friends and relative^ 
were enjoying hunting and field sports ; to Snd, 
I repeat, oh 1 so divine a maid diligently pe< 
riising the divine Phsedon of Plato ; in this more 
happy, it may be believed, than in her noble and 
royal lineage. 

" Go on thus, oh, best adorned virgin ! to the 
hcnlour oithy country, the delight of thy parents, 
thy own glory, the praise of thy preceptor, the 
comfort of thy relatives and acquaintances, and 
the admiration of all. Oh, happy £imer ! to 
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have such a scholar^ and to be her preceptor* 
I congratulate you both yfho teacb^ and sh^ who 
learns. 

" These are the words of John Sturmius to 
myself, as my reward for teaching the most illu$-> 
trious Lady Elizabeth ; but to you I can repeat 
them with even more truth; to you two I con- 
cede this felicity^ even though I should have 
to lament want of success^ where I had expected 
to reap the sweetest fruits from my labour. 

'' But let me restrain the sharpness of my 
grief^ which prudence makes it necessary I 
should conceal even to myself. This much I 
may say^ that I have no fault to find with the 
Lady Elizabeth^ whom I have always found the 
"best of ladies^ nor indeed with the Lady Mary ; 
but if ever I shall have the happiness to meet my 
friend Elmer^ then I shall repose in his bosom 
my sorrows abundantly. 

" Two things I repeat to thee, my good 
Elmer — ^for I know that thou wilt see this let- 
ter — that by your persuasion and entreaty the 
Lady Jane Grey, as early as she can convenient- 
ly, may write to me in Greek, which she has 
already projmised to do. I have even written 
lately to John Sturmius,. mentioning this pro* 
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n\he. Pray let your letter and hei^s fly together 
to 118. The distance is great, but John Hales 
will take care that it shall reach me. If she 
even were to write to Stmrnias himself iu Greek, 
neither you nor she shall have cause to repent 
your labour. 

'' The other request is, my good Elmer, that 
you would exert yourself so, that we might 
conjointly preserve this mode of life amongst us* 
How freely, how sweetly, and philosophically 
then should we live ! Why should we, my good 
£lmer, less enjoy all those good things, whidi 
Cicero, at the conclusion of his third book, De 
Finibus, describes as the only rational mode of 
lifb? Nothing in lUiy tongue, nothing in any 
times, in human memory, either past or present, 
from which something may not be drawn to 
sweeten life ! 

" As to the news here, most illustrious Lady, 
I know not what to write. That which is written 
of stupid things must itself be stupid; and, as 
Cicero complained of his own times, there is 
little to amuse, or that can be embellished. Be- 
sides, at present, all places and persons are oc- 
cupied with rumours o£ wars and commotions, 
which, for the most part, are either mere fabrii 
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tiqns, or founded upoo no authority ; so that any 
thing respecting continental politics would nei« 
ther be interesting or useful to you. 

** The general Council of Trent is to sit on the 
first of May ; Cardinal Pole, it is asserted^ is to 
be the Presid^it. Besides, there are the tumults 
this year in Africa ; their preparations for a war 
against the Turks; and then the great expectaticms 
of the march of the Emperor into Hungary, of 
which, though no soldier, I shall, God willing, be 
a companion. Why need I write to you of the 
siege of Magdeburg, and how the Duke of Meck- 
lenburgh has been taken ; or of that commotion, 
which so universally, at this moment, afflicts the 
miserable Saxony ? To write of all these things, 
I have neither leisure, nor would it be safe ; but 
on my return, which I hope is not far distant, 
it shall be my great happiness 'to relate all these 
things to you in person. 

*' Thy kindness to me, oh ! most noble Jane 
Grey, was always most grateful to me when pre- 
sent with you ; but it is ten times more so during 
this long absence. To your noble par^its, I 
wish length of happiness ; to you, a daily victory 
in letters and In virtue ; to thy sister Katherinc^ 
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that she may resemble thee; and to Elmei*^ I 
wish every good that he may wish to Ascham. 

" Further, dearest Lady, if 1 were not afraid to 
load thee with the weight of nly light salirtaiions, 
I would ask thee, in my name, to salute Elizabeth 
Astley, who, as well as her brother John, I be- 
lieve to be of my best friends, and whom I be- 
lieve to be like that brother in all integrity and 
sweetness of manners. Salute, I pray thee,* my 
cousin Mary Laten, and my wife Alice, of 
whom I think odener than I can now express; 
Salute also that worthy young man Garret, and 
John Haddon. 

" Farewell, most noble Lady in Christ. 

" R. A.*? 

Augustse, 

iSth January, 1551." , 






In the close of this year the Dukedom of Suf* 
folk- having become extinct, was revived in the 
person of Lady Jane's &ther, out of complimeiit 
to the Marchioness, who was sister to the last 
two Dukes of that house which bore the name of 
Brandon. This honour was conferred on him in 
the month of October, aft^r having been some 
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time resident in town^ or in attendance on the 
Court at Greenwich. In the following molith, 
both he and his Duchess^ together with their 
daughter Jane^ i>ore a conspicuous share in the 
ceremonies which were observed in honour of 
Mary of Lorraine^, the Scotch Queen Dowager. 
Having obtained leave from the King to pass 
through England on her return from France to 
'Scotland, she accepted of his invitation to the 
Metropolis, and was received with every demon- 
stration of respect After residing at Hampton 
Court a short time, she made her public entry 
into London on the 2d of November, riding upon 
horseback, and accompanied by the English no^ 
bility of both sexes. She alighted at the Bishop 
of London's Palace, was most hospitably enter- 
tained by him, and obtained, in addition, a large 
supply of provisions and' luxuries from the Cor- 
poration of London. Her first interview with 
the young King was on the 4th of the same 
month. She rode to Whitehall in her chariot, 
and was accompanied by the Duchess of Suffolk, 
and her incomparable daughter, amongst other 
ladies of the first rank, who formed »w6ng and 
splendid procession. 
* The Dowager, on her introduction to the 
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King, immediately knelt' ()own ; but Edward in- 
stantly raising her, first kissed^ and then led her by 
the hand^ through the various spUiidid a|>artmeBt% 
to the chamber of presence^ called the Queen's. 
He then retired till dinner time, when« accord- 
ing to the notions of regal state^ she alone was 
permitted to dine with his Majesty, A sump- 
tuous banquet was provided tot Uie ladies of 
both kingdoms in the Qqaen's great chamber, 
where they, together with Lady Jane^ ceti|?ed as 
soon as the royal service was brought up. 

Two days afterwards the Queen Dowager set 
out upon her journey to the north^i nding throi^ 
the most public streets of tlie City, and esc(ffted 
as far as Shoreditch Church. by a long train of 
nobility. Ifddy Jane and her mother, bore again 
a prominent part in the procession; and, from 
their alliance to. royalty, added to the splendour 
of the pageant. 

From their connection with the Court, the 
Suffolk jGsumly were of course frequently in at- 
tendance upon the KiDg. But as they lived at 
their own house in Suffolk Place, and not at the 
Royal Kk <ice, they were freed, of course, fiiom 
much that was disagreeable in such a life. It 
was only as necessity occurred that they visited 
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the Court, One of those occasions presented itself 
on New Year's Day 1552, when the whole fa- 
mily w^t to present their congratulations to 
King Edward ; and the Duchess of Suffolk, in 
particular, presented him with a knit purse <^ 
silver and gold, containing £40. in half-sove- 
reigns, for which she received in return from his 
Majesty three gilt bowk with covers. 

But all this pageantry had no effect in divert^ 
iiig our excellent young Lady from more solid 
and profitiA)le pursuits. At this very period she 
was carrying on a Latin Correspondence with' 
Henry BuUinger, of Zurich, a very learned and 
active Reformer, who showed great hospitality to 
the English fugitives, that were compelled, for 
conscience toward God, to seek a foreign land, 
in the beginning of Henry's reign. He had also 
dedicated two decades of sermons to Edward 
the Sixth, and had maintained an epistolary in- 
tercourse on the most important reh'gious tc^ics, 
whh several of the principed characters in Eng- 
land. Her first letter to this Divine, written in 
the midst of all these courtly occupations, in- 
formed him, that she had begun the study of the 
Hebrew language. Her love for the Scriptures, 
no doubt, engaged her ih this study; and she 

k2 
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was anxious to drink from the fountain the true 
doctrines of salvation. " This epistle," says Mr^ 
Howard, *' manifests the utmost elegance of ex- 
pression, and of turn of sentiment, astonishing 
indeed, in so young a person ; her two succeed- 
ing epistles to the same Divine being also com- 
posed in a pure and unaffected style, informing 
him that she was pursuing her Hebraic studies 
in the manner which he had pointed out to her. 
She addresses him as if he were her preceptor, 
with wonderful respect and submission, in a fine 
strain of modesty, and displaying a very singular 
zeal for the true religion." 

It does not come within the range of this 
work to follow this invaluable girl through the 
subsequent scenes of her life. Young as she 
was, she was soon to become a sacrifice to the 
mad ambition of her friends. The whole is 
matter of historic record. The nature of her 
studies, and her early love for real piety, and for 
the religion of the Scriptures^ led her to exhibit 
before the world such astonishing resignation, 
firmness, and grace, as commanded even the 
admiration of those who were unfriendly to her 
principles, as well as the respect and reverence 
of posterity. May every young person who 
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reads this brief account of her childhood^ learn 
to imitate her virtues^ by being made partakers 
of her grace. It is thus only they can be duly 
prepared to buffet with this wicked world, and 
to meet the trials to which they may hereafter be 
exposed. 






102 BRIEF MBMOIBS OF 



CATHERINE B 



^%%<%»»«»%»^ 



PSALM cxviii. ver. 23. 
This is the Lord's doings and it is marvellous m owr eyes. 



%^%^»^^»%%^ 



Salvation is of the Lwd, every part of it is His 
work ; and in every stage it is, or ought to be, 
marvellous in our eyes. Behold the eternal 
Jehovah, in the unsearchable riches of his grace 
and wisdom, devised the plan in the counsels of 
eternity, and in the fulness o^ time executed it, 
by sending forth his only begotten Son Jesus 
Christ, to be made flesh, and to be bom of a 
woman. He, even the Son of the living God, 
for us men and for our salvation, came down from 
heaven; became a man of sorrows, « and ac- 
quainted with grief; and that for a world which 
hid its face from him. He was smitten for' 
those who esteemed him not ; yea, whOe bearing 
our griefs, while carrying our sorrows, and heal- 
ing our souls, by the stripes which he bolre, he 
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was set at nought by sinful men^ as a stone is set 
at nought by the builders when they cast it away 
as useless and vile.^ Y.et this rejected Saviour 
was chosen of G^od^ electa and precious : was set 
up by his eternal Father as the head of the 
corner^ far above all principalities and powers^ 
above every name that is named^ not only , in 
heaven^ but in earthy and under the earth. Yes; 
he whom man despised was appointed to be the 
wisdom^ righteousness^ sanctification, and re- 
demption of sinners; was appointed to be the 
only Saviour from the wrath to come; the only 
way by which a sinner could approach God and 
live ! 

Marvellous^ indeed^ ought this first great act of 
our offended- God to be incur eyes — whether we 
consider it in its mercy^ or in its wisdom^ as making 
a way for justice and truths for mercy and peacfB 
to. meet together^ it is wonderful* in the extreme ! 
. Angels themselves are lost in admiration ;r^they 
contemplate, they desire to look into these judg«* 
ments, these ways of the Almighty, which, in 
their full extent, are (to a creature) unsearch&blie 
and past finding out ! 

But not only is it a marvellous thing that the 
^tejroal Father should thus lay the plan pf human 
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Fedemptkm in his own eternal oounsek^ and give 
op his own de^lj beloved Son to die; the just 
for the unjust: bat evttq^ ufiiyTj every part of the 
work of salvation, as carried on in the lif^ of the 
Christian, is also marvellous, is also the Lord's 
doing ! For instance: — ^The first oallingof a smneir 
^ut of darkness into the light of the Gospel^— 
die quick«<iing of a soul dead in trespasses and^ 
sins— this is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes ! 

The grace agtd strength which enables him to 
separate hflttself from a world that ' lieth in 
wickedness, and to follow Christ through evil 
report; the grace Which enables him to bear the 
envy, hatred, and malice of wicked men, and to 
persevere unto the ^d: this, all this, comes 
fbom God; it is the Lord's dcHng, and it is 
marvelkms in our eyes. 

The comfbrt and spiritual light which the aoul 
often experiences under the afflictions and sorrows 
of a sickly body, or an exercised mind ; the joy 
and peace whidi ollt-times fills the spirit oi the 
Christian, when deadi is dismissing it fVom the 
body ; this, all this, corneal from God I it is the 
Lord's doing ; it is marvellous iii our eyes. 

The conpleUng q£ the work of grace thus 
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begun on earth, and finishing it in glory above; 
this also is the Lord's doing, and it is marveUous 
in our eyes. In- short, throughout the whole, it 
is evident, that the salvation of a sinner is a most 
marvellous work ; it is evident this is the work 
of the Lord, and not of man. 

For man hath no power to quicken his own 
soul when dead in trespasses and sins; nor can» 
he call himself out of darkness into light, or 
deliTer himself out of the power of Satan, and 
turn to the living God. He cannot find strength 
in himself to enable him to come out and to be 
separate from an evil world, or to take up a daily 
cross and follow Christ. 

He cannot comfort and enlighten* his afflicted 
or departing soul, either in the day of sickness or 
the hour of death. Much less can he place the 
crown of celestial glory on his own head, either 
by the poiyer of his own arm, or the merit of his 
own actions ! No ! 

For no man can ever merit this great salvation 
by any thing he hath done, or can do. He is a 
sinner: in his best performances he falls infinitely 
short of the glory of Godi. 

Salvation is therefore of the Lord. It is wholly 
of grace from first to last. It comes to us freely, 
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though it wafi purchased at no less a price than 
the sufferings and death of the Lord Jesus Christ 
himself; and he often . bestows it when and 
where we least expect, making the first last^ and 
last first ; hiding it from the worldly wise, and 
prudent, and revealing it to babes; oft-tifnes 
choosing the poor, the weak, and the despised, to 
confound ^e wise and the mighty, to the end 
that no flesh should glory in his presence ; to the 
end' that all men might see and own it to be the 
Lord's work, and marvellous in their eyes. 

I will now call your attention to the character 

of Catherine B , late one of our school chil-* 

dren, who departed this life last Sunday evening,- 
in the 11th year of her age; and in her little 
history and dying experience, I trust, we shall see 
the foregoing doctrines illustrated, ' 

It is probable that many of you did not know 
this dear child, and, it may be, that most of you 
who did personally know her, neyer tO(^ any 
particular notice of her; for, indeed, there was 
nothing in her outward appearance to strike the 
attention or engage notice. She vas a duld of 
much natural reserve, had little to say on any 
occasbn, and being fond of retirement^ and quiet, 
she kept within doors, and moch out of notice. 
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She is gone^ »nd now my heart smites me, when 
I recollect how often I passed by without noticing 
her, without thinking there was any, even the 
smallest knowledge of, or concern about, religion 
in her heavt, beyond that found in the greater 
part of our children. Not being in the Bible 
class, she did not attend on Sunday evenings for 
personal instruction ; and from this circumstancs 
I had not the same opportunity of knowing the 
State of her mind, as 1 had of those in the first 
or Bible division. Nay, her mother was not 
aware, any more than myself, that her soul was 
seeking the Lord, he who doth all things well^ 
was pleased to lay her on a bed of sickness, to 
visit her with that fever which ended in death. 
It was then, i(M the first time, we discovered tiiat 
the Lord, who (as m'c before obs^ved) of)>times 
shows the great things of salvation to babes, had 
indeed shewn them unto her. For some weeka 
before her illness, she had been impressed with a 
sense of the duty and necessity of prayer, and, 
under those impressions, when no eye saw her 
but the eye o^ God, when none thought her con- 
cerned about her soul, she oftsn retired into the 
baro to pray. There it was, she told us, that she 
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lirayed for herself^ her brother and sisters^ and 
every body. 

Her greatest delight seems to have been in 
reading in quiet and alone ; not reading, like 
most children, without thinking over or under- 
standing what they do, but she pondered in her 
mind what she read in the letter. Her neigh- 
bours have since observed, they have sometimes 
gcme in, when she was so deeply engaged in 
thought over her Testament, that she did not 
perceive them come into the house. Still, how- 
ever, 4she passed unnoticed, and still she kept her 
liiind to herself, laying up, like many of c^d, 
these things in her heart. But, though the 
mother had not discovered the work of graeie 
going on in her child, yet she could not help 
observing a degree of affectionate kindness in 
Catherine beyond what was found in the other 
part of the family. When the unkindness of the 
brother or sisters, or, indeed, any distressing cir- 
cumstance occurred to grieve the parent, little 
Catherine would often come and say, With much 
sweetness, " ne^er mind, mother ; don't grieve." 
It was in this siJent and gradual manner the Holy 
Spirit was pleased to carry on his own worky 
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until within a dny or two before ^e was taken 
ill; when being left to keep the house, while the 
rest of the fiimily were in the fields she found her 
sistcir*s hymn-book^ and^ in the book^ the card 
I had given to her the Sunday before, with the 
following text on it : — '' And he stretched forth 
his hands towards his disciples, and said> fiehold 
my mother and brethren; for whosoever shall do 
the will of my Father which is in heaven, the 
same is my brother, and sister, and mother:** 
this text the I^ord strongly and comfortably im- 
pressed on her mind ; she spoke of it afterwards 
with much earnestness, and seemed to feel great 
Confidence that the Lord Jesus would own her at 
one of his sisters and brethren. But she wai 
almost immediately taken ill, and confined to her 
bed. It would be painful to you, as wdl aa to 
myself, to describe her bodily sufferings. Let it 
suffice to say, they were very great; that tb^ 
brain was the principal seat of the fever; and 
diat, consequently, she not only suffered great 
agony, but was often deprived of her senses. I 
now saw her often, for I was anxious, if possiblei 
to relieve the sufferings of the body, as well as td 
endeavour to edify the soul. O, my friends, h 
were indeed to be wished that all of you had seen 
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and heard what we did. Often did I think 
within myself, surely if our pomr careless and 
aged neighbours were here, they would smite on 
their breasts, and say, ** God be merciful to us 
old and unconcerned sinners, and suffer not the 
example and words of this child to rise in judg« 
ment to our condemnation." 

There were three things in her experience^ 
which every one present with her could not but 
observe; and which I shall here take notice of. 

Ist* The sense of her sins, and un worthiness 
in the sight of God. 

2d. Her earnest desire to love Christ more,, 
and her constant longing to depart, and to be 
with him. 

3d. Her earnest wish and prayer for the salva* 
tion of others. 1st. She had a deep sense of her 
sins. We know it is the universal work of the 
Spirit of God to convince of sin. Wherever the 
marvellous work of God is experienced, the per«; 
son, whether old or young, learned or unlearned, 
\i to see and feel himself a guilty and 
r, both by nature and practice. Now 
ly- the case with little Catherine ; 
ipd^e of herself as being a very sinful 
and there was a solemn earnestness in 
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her voice on these occasions, which, by its mere 
manner, told how much she felt what she uttered, 
" O," she would say, " O that I were like any 
other girl ! nobody is so wicked as I am !" And 
when I told her all the other children were bom, 
each with a sinful heart, as she had been, and 
that they were all like herself, children of wrath 
by nature; still she seemed unable to conceive 
they were so bad as she was herself. This was 
the first particular in her experience. Hie 
second, you will recollect, was her earnest desire 
to love Christ more ; and her constant longing to 
depart and to' be with him. Because the same 
blessed Spirit which had shown to her her sins, 
did also continue to show to her the Saviour* 
She felt she never had done, that she never could 
do, any thing to merit salvation, or to obtain 
heaven on her own account. But sh0 had read 
of Jesus the Saviour; her eyes had been directed 
to him who is the Lamb of God-~whose blood 
deanselii from all sin — ^whose promise is, that he 
will save to the uttermost all who come unto 'die 
Father by Him; and her soul was filled with 
much love to this gracious Friend of sinners. 
One day, when she had called folr and tasted 
a little water, I reminded her that such a 

l2 
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was not allowed the Saviour of men in his severe 
agonies on the cross ; but^ on the contrary, when 
he said, " I thirst/' the people gave him vinegar 
and gall to drink. This seemed to fill her soul 
with holy indignation ; she fetched a deep sigh, 
and said, ** They ought to have had it them- 
selves." I asked her whether she did not think 
the Saviour had shewn her great love and mercy, 
in bringing her acquainted with her need of sal- 
vation, and stirring up her heart to seek it from 
him ? She answered, " Yes I" " And don't 
you love him much for all this?" ^^ Not so much 
as I ought to do," was her reply : while a deep 
S^h of heartfelt regret accompanied her words. 
** Should you like to die and go to him?" 
** Oy yes; I wish I were with him," was the im- 
mediate, answer. She often said she did not wish 
to live; and the reasons she always gave were, 
this was a sinful place, a wicked world ; there 
was nothing worth living for in it. ** No," she 
one day repeated, ^* Nothing." I once asked 
))^, ^^ If God should restiNre her to health, and 
give her abundaxice <^ riches, with a coach to 
ride in^ whether she would not think these things 
wort]^Uvipg,&>r?'* v^iX I 'shall not easily forget 
the reply iffi% made. ** A coach worth, worth 
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living for V* she said, in a tone so sharp and sar« 
castic, that it was as though she had said^ " How 
could you think or ask so foolish a thing ?" Her 
soul always seemed much delighted and deeply 
interested when we went to prayer^ or occasion-* 
ally repeated a verse or two of some appropriate 
hymn. Indeed, such was the desire of her soul 
for this spiritual assistance, that, recovering her« 
self one day from her torpor and insensibility, 
she requested the by-standers to go for me, say-< 
' ing, she could not live if I did not come. In a 
few minutes I was with her, but the brain was 
again oppressed, ahd the senses gone. 

A day or two aflter, finding her quite coU 
lected, I asked her whether she thought she 
should die ? She replied, ^' Yes, I think I shall.*' 
** Would you Hke to die?" " Yes, I wish to die." 
f. *^ Why do you wish to die?" *' Because this is a 
, ' bad place." Afler this she lay silent for a &w 
minutes, and then she said, " I wish to die and 
go to heaven, to be with my blessed Saviour, and 
to praise him, and sing hallelujahs and glory 
now, henceforth, and for ever." These were her ^ 
exact words, which having uttered, ' she agaiii' 
sunk into a state of insensibility, and continued 
BO, except at ^hort intervals. But, even "wb^T^ 

Ld 
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ioaensibleiy hea* language plainly shewed that God 
kept her mii^d in peaces—stayed upon the rock of 
ages — Jesus, the same yesterday, to-day, and for 
ever. The Saviour, the dear Saviour, was often 
upon her tongue; and, in the short intervals <^ 
recollection which she now and then enjoyed, 
her soul and lips were almost constantly in 
prayer, and tfiat principally for others. This 
Iwb us to th^ third particular, her earnest wish 
and prayer for the salvation of her &)1qw- 
creatures^ and especially for her relations. For 
them, it hath been already observed, she often 
poured out har soul to God in the bam, in time 
of health; but much more so now, on her sick 
and dyiiig bed. On these occasions, many sweel;, 
predoips, and striking things were uttered by her, 
which the grief and solicitude of her relations did 
Slot enijble them to recollect. And we may safely 
9fLyy wh^ the£^w observations and ciitsumsta^ees 
of thift ad^jress are brought before you, that the 
one-half wil) not be told. Bijt we hasten to 
fundve at the dose of her lit^tle history. Nature 
limd Qow hegim to^sink undeip the eonfliet; the 
pooc body betrayed evident signs of a speedy 
^ssdiutioiii, and the mind became more and more 
A pit^y 19' tb^ violence of her ilisord^* Ths^ vwh 
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ther, therefore, took an opportunity (in one of 
her intervals of recollection) of saying, ^' My dear 
child, when you find your departure at hand, if 
your soul is happy in the assurance of enjoying 
the pardon and joys of heaven, hold up your 
finger as a token of youf joy, if you are unable to 
tell us by words." This the child promised to 
do, if the Lord should permit, and then rekpsed 
into her usual state of torpor and insensibilitj. 
On the Friday previous to her departure, she 
sent for me. I hastened to her. bed-side. She 
could say but little : and, indeed, she knew but 
Httie, nor ^knew that little long." Yet she 
said enough to satisfy us that underneath her 
were the everlasting arms, and over her the 
banner of love. It was growing late ; I waited 
till i thought she had a little recollection, and 
asked her if she knew me ; to which she replied 
in the affirmative. Having commended her to 
the Lord, I wished her a good night, little ex- 
pecting a connected sentence in return. But at 
that instant nature and recollection seemed to 
rouse, and the dear child replied, '* Good night. 
Sir, henc^orth, and Unr evermore.'* Instantly 
delirmm again retumed^ and continued^ willi ^ 
few intermisaioiis,, until Skmday evenings wbecv^ 



116 BRIEF MEMOIRS OF 

between eight and nine o'clock^ the conflict pro* 
mised soon to end. The motlier had been down 
stairs^ and was returning again, not, however, 
expecting that end quite so near as the event 
proved it to be. The child was now unable to 
see or to speak; but, at the instant of the 
mother's coming up stairs, she was evidently 
sensible, and knew the step of her affectionate 
parent; and recollecting the order she had re« 
ceived, to give a token of the happy state of her 
soul, when she found her end approaching (if so 
be that she possessed that assurance), she raised 
her tremulous hand, and held up her finger, as 
the mother entered the room, and kept it in that 
position ; which, of course, was as much as to 
say, ** Now my departure is at hand, my soul is 
happy ; I am saved by Christ.'* All eyes in the 
room were earnestly directed in silent admiration 
to this interesting signal, which the child con- 
tinued to exhibit for some minutes, holding up 
the hand until death had entirely unnerved the 
feeble arm, and dismissed the happy soul from its 
afflicted tenement. Then, and not tOl then^ the 
arm fell, because the spirit that influenced its 
motion was gone hence, and was present with its 
God, This event took place about nine o'clock 
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in the evening ; and thus ended the warfare of 
our young Christian pilgrim. Her sun went 
down at an early hour ; her days were shortened 
in the midst, for the Lord cut short his work in 
righteousness, and made a speedy end. But in 
so doing, he has granted her heart's desire ; he 
has delivered her from the miseries of this sinful 
world, and received her into his heavenly king- 
dora. Her happy soul is now present with that 
Saviour, whom, having not seen, she loved while 
on earth ; and, whom now seeing, we doubt not 
but she is filled with joy unspeakable, and full of 
glory. O that you, the surviving children of 
the school, may thus live and thus die ! To die 
thus, will indeed be gain: it will be gaining 
heavenly peace for earthly sorrow ; it will be ex- 
changing grief for joy ; a thatched cottage for a 
mansion of glory ; the garment of poverty for a 
robe of righteousness ; the society of poor erring 
mortals for that of angels, and spirits of just men 
made perfect ; nay, for that of Christ himself. 
It will be removed for ever beyond the reach of 
temptation and sin, to be planted as pillars in the 
temple of our God. 

But, O my friends, you who have lived to see 
many more days than fell to this child's lot, to 
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you she yet speaketh. Will not the sight of her 
grave^ as you pass to and from this house of 
prayer^ cut many of you to the heart ? I know 
you satisfy your consciences with the plea of 
being no scholars, and vainly imagine that prayer 
and praise cannot be expected from you! Let 
me askj, what was this child ? She had certainly 
received but little of that wisdom and instruction 
which comes from man; and yet she was wise 
unto salvation! She sought and she found the 
Lord ; the pearl of great price : and many others 
in the school, I trust, are seeking the same way. 

But shall children of ten, of eleven, twelve, 
and thirteen years of age, retire into private 
places and pour out their souls in prayer for 
.themselves, and for you, their parents, and 
grandsires, and will you not pray for yourselves ? 
Shall children see and lament the dangerous state 
of your souls, and will you not know and bewa3 
the impending evil yourselves ? O, my aged 
hearers, my heart is pained within me, and hope 
itself sickens and almost expires, when I think 
how probable it is that these babes will one day 
rise in judgment against many of you to your 
condemnation. 

Children, by this bereaving providence you 
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have lost a school-mate^ who, had she lived, 
would have been beloved by all who are seeking 
the Saviour ; and I, by the same event, have lost 
a sweet lamb from my little, little flock. Yet 
both you and I have cause to bless God, to say, 
'^ This is the Lord's doing, and it is marvellous 
in our eyes." 

Let us endeavour to follow her as she followed 
Christ ; and if our aged neighbours and relations 
will not go with us, Q let us, my dear children, 
let us go alone. Yes, painful as it may be to 
our feelings to see them tarry behind, yet we 
must not tarry with them, nor for them ; we 
n^ust escape for our lives; we must hasten to 
'cross the plain ; we, each of us, have to flee from 
the wrath to come; meanwhile, when we pass 
little Catherine's grave, we may say with as- 
surance, ** There rests the body of one whose 
spirit is with Christ;" yes, and we may yet 
extend our pleasing meditations, and say, ^' Even 
that body which now sees corruption, shall 
by-and-by be raised incorruptible ; that . hand 
which lately gave the signal of an approaching 
salvation, but is now mouldering into dust, even 
that hand shall again be lifted up, in token of a 
more exalted and eternal blessedness: at the 
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gound of the last trumpet it shall be invested 
with life^ glory^ and immortality, and smidering 
the band of its present tomb, shall stretch itself 
forth^ and being united to its glorified, though 
now absent spirit, shall fiy into the bosom of its 
Saviour and its God." 

Let us encourage such meditations; through 
grace they will assist in weaning our carnal 
minds from this sinful world, and all its alluring 
vanities ; they will brighten our prospect of, and 
they will quicken our steps towards, the New 
Jerusalem, the city of the living God. - And in 
the anticipation of these joys, which are reserved* 
for the redeemed of Christ, they may stir us up 
to rejoice in present tribulation, and to sing, 
as we tread the more rugged paits of our 
journey — 

** O hasten. Lord, the glorious day. 
Call all thy children home ; 
Teach ns with humble hope to say, 
lord Jesus quickly come.*' 

P. S. Little Catherine is buried on the north 
side of the church, on the left hand, soon afler 
you enter the church-yard. We have planted a 
number of snow-drops under the turf of her 
grave, which, early in the spring, put forth 
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their v^hite unsullied blossoms^ as emblematical 
of the spotless purity of her soul, which, we 
trust, is washed and cleansed in the blood of the 
Lamb. 

At the head of her grave a stone has been 
erected, bearing the following inscription and 
appropriate lines, by a literary friend and kind 
assistant in our schools : — 

** This Grave 
" Contains the mortal part of Catherine B., who, 
before her death, sought the Lord Jesus in secret, 
and found pardon and peace in him^ — She died 
Oct9, 1814> 

•' Aged eleven years." 

** As some fair flow'r, that, hid in leafy green, 
Imbihes the dew of heaven, and blooms unseen. 
Till fragrance, strange unto the passer by. 
Reveals the secret of its birth place nigh ; 
So Catherine lived, and sought the Lord alone. 
Her griefs peculiar, and her joys unknown. 
A change divine soon met the wond'ring eye. 
And told th' employment of her pHvaey ; 
Fain would we long have gaz'd, but God remor'd 
To kolier, hapjaer sceiies, the child he lov'd." 



II 
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ACCOUNT 

OF 

MARY SOPHIA POND, 

AGED NINE YEARS. 



Mary Sophia Pond was bom at Trowbridge, 
October 1796. Her brief life demonstrated at 
once the depth of human corruption, as inherited 
from our first parents, and the vastness of al- 
mighty grace and mercy, as derived from our 
adorable Redeemer. — The depth of human corrupt 
tion, for her excellent unde remarks '^ that she 
was naturally of a petulant, obstinate, perverse 
disposition, and manifested this continually, till 
she was between four and five years of age"— 
the vastness of almighty grace and mercy, as 
will appear in the sequel, from the statement of 
the same valuable relative. " At that time she 
was placed under the care of an aunt, who be- 
stowed uncommon pains upon her. By degrees, 
though with great difficulty, (for she often re- 
belled in the most violent manner^) she was 
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brought under proper restraint and disdpline. 
The impropriety of her conduct was calralj 
pointed out to her^ with all the address of reason 
and aifection— the portraits of good and bad chil- 
dren were constantly laid before her-— she was 
taught to commit to memory, with remarkable 
emphasis and feeling, till at length her mind, 
under the divine influence, imbibed all the lovely 
principles of virtue, genuine affection, and filial 
duty towards her fHends, love to all mankind, 
and real piety towajrds God. The change was 
visible to all— -her disposition became remarkably 
sweet and engaging, and upon every occurrence 
she would make the most suitable reflections, 
particularly lamenting the evil of sin and sinful 
conduct. Her whole deportment was truly the 
admiration of all her friends. Evangelicid religion 
had a most powerful effect upon her whole soul ; 
and the Lord Jesus Christ, by an early sickness, 
took he/t to himself." The wonderful change 
which took place, through grace, in her character, 
will be further apparent, from the Memoir drawn 
up by the affectionate aunt alluded to above. 

'^ At three years of age she came to reside 
with her grandmother, wh^n her education, with 
that of an eld^ sister, deolved upon me. Little 
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did I then^ cnr for a long time after, imagine what 
a delightful employ it would prove ; for suiely 
the first part was truly rugged ! The violence of 
her passions, and impatience of contradiction, 
would often terrify me, and render me almost inr 
capable of administering correction; but how 
did the lion become a lamb under the teaching of 
God! Education moderated, but it was God 
subdued, and made the mighty change! For 
more than a year there was no getting forward 
in reading, mitil ' Sermons to Children, by a 
Lady,* were given to her. They were read to 
her, but that was not suffici^t-^they were so 
sweet, that she must read for herself; and her 
determination was, to fight through every diffi- 
culty to accomplish this end. Every doud now 
began to vanish from her intellects, and before 
the age of five was attained, her desires for know[<- 
ledge and improvement became insatiable ! And 
now how gratefully would sh^ receive instruo- 
tion ! At seven, she had gone through the trans- 
lations of the Iliad and Odyssi^y, descantinf on 
the difierent actions and characters in p«%^ffg 
through, them. At this time she read with ele- 
gance, ai>d evidenced by bfsr manner that she 
entered into the meaning of air that she read* 
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As a hint to young people, I would observe, that 
this dear girl never thought of beginning a 
second book, until the first was finished. 

*^ She seemed to have a mind superior to the 
little vanities that usually accompany childhood ; 
for although neat and particular in /her person, 
to an. extreme, I never perceived any thing that 
lodked like delight in finoy, except when about 
. to adorn her doll : and though all adinired her as 
beautiful, I believe she was imconscious of pos« 
sessing-a personal charm. Thus far, I think, she 
had proceeded without religion ; and I judge so, 
from a disposition to trifle in the house of God. 
One Sabbath, after reproving her' for this, I re- 
member having used the following expression :<— 
' Mary, would your mother have behaved as you 
have done this day in the bouse of God ? No ; 
your mother is a pious woman, and is going to 
heaven, for she loves all the ways that lead 
thither; if you love her, Mary, how will you 
bear to be eternally from her?' The poor little 
thing burst into an agony of grief, and from this 
time always gave serious and solemn attention to 
every part of worship. 

" December, 1803, she was seized with the 
measles: this disorder we had rather dreaded» 

M 3 
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from an apprehension that her lungs were weak ; 
and the event realized our fears. Her consti- 
tution was not strong enough to throw off the 
disorder; for though she appeared to pass 
through it weU^ a cough remained^ which^ wHh 
other unjdeasant symptoms^ induced the apothe- 
cary to recommend change of air^ so soon as the 
weather would admit. During this illness tti 
unusuid Mrk>usnes8 commenced^ with an in- 
creased sweetness of temper^ accompanied with 
grat^iil expressions for every act of attention^ 
and aiectaonale sdidtude lest my health should 
8u£Rer by my attending so mucfe^ to hers ; and i^ 
this unceasingly continued^ till our attentions 
were no longer needed. 

*f I one day was trying to divert her^ and on 
succeeding^ jocosely ssM, ^ O saucy girl> what, 
laugh at aunt!' ' Ah, axa^' she replied, ' you 
have olten made me cry.' * When I have pu- 
nished you, do you mean ?* * Yes/ This I felt 
as a dagger ; til), on asking if I had done tiiis 
too often, she with energy lUiswered, * Oh ! 
no, no, nbt once ; i^ my dear aunt, yon had let 
me go on my own way, what a bad girl I should 
have been T— and then expressed' her thanks by 
kisses* 
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" About this time^ she began to read the Bible 
as a book that was prized ; and while waiting to 
be well enough for the promised jaunty amused 
herself with composing the following pieces of 
poetry ; a few verses of which she used to make 
before risings her sister writing them down from 
her dictation. She would resume the subject the 
following mornings and so on^ till all was com- 
pleted. Her delicacy was so greats we were 
afraid to have her taught writing. 



ON THE DEATH OP A YOUNG ACQUAINTANCE. 

The sting of death's remov'd 
From those who lore the Lord, 
Who follow in their Master's steps ; 
And peace is their reward. 

How happy will they be. 

Here and hereafter too I 
How happy on their dying bed, 
, The word of God will shew. 

And could not Sally say, 
She did not fear to die ? 
Ah> yes ! 'twas Jesus taught her so. 
On whom she could rely. 
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Ve weeping psrents^ haflh 
Your moarning and your tears. 
For your dear Sally is not lost ; 
Then why should you have fears ? 

Twas God that call'd her np 
To dwell with him ahore ; 
Two other calls before were ^ven, * 
All by the voice of love. 

The joys she does possess. 
No mortals e'er can tell. 
Until the veil be drawn aside. 
And they with her shall dwelL 

* 

Such joys yon will possess. 
If you believe in God, 
Follow the dear Redeemer's steps. 
And seek his blest abode. 

You'll meet your children dear. 
And join them in the song : 
To God, and to the Son of God, 
These songs of pndse belong. 

* Sally's nster and brother died a few weeks before 
her. 
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ON DJSATH. 

Death ! 'tis a solemn day. 
To those who long have been 
The unbelievers of thy word^ 

I 

And foUoTvetB of sin. 

That awfiil day will come, 
When the great Judge shall caQ 
Them to account for all th^r sina 
Upon this earthly ball. 

Then shall the Judge pronounce 
That awful word, ** Depart," 
I know ye Aot, ye wicked oncs^ 
That have a sinful heart. 

Then at his word they go 
Down to eternal pains. 
Where all the faOen angels dwell 
In everlasting chains. 



'^ Spring wad now advancing, and I tcx^ her 
for a month to the house of a kind friend^ where 
every advantage could be procured. While on 
this visit, our darling has often said — '' Oh, aunt> 
how attentive Mrs. L' is, and the servilnts 
.too ! what friends I have T I replied^ * My deac^ 
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it is God who has placed you amongst such 
friends ; I hope you feel grateful to him for 
them/ She instantly answered, ' Yes, aunt, in- 
deed I think I do/ While there, she was daily 
wheeled out in a little carriage, for the benefit of 
the air, when I used to walk by the side, and 
collect such wild flowers as the hedges produced. 
With what care would she preserve them aa long 
ad possible, expatiate on their beauties, and dwell 
with admiration on the greatness of God, who 
could form such a variety ! And now our deli- 
cate little flower began to rear her head again ; 
but, alas ! not to bloom long on this inclement 
soil! 

*' She passed the summer tolerably, improving 
fast in mind ; but composing verses was strictly 
prohibited. The winter approached, and our 
Mary, though kept a dose prisoner, felt a woeful 
change. Every indication of a consumption was 
now visible, though her grandmother and aunt 
were unwilling to believe it. They had got a 
treasure, and knew not how to yield it; but this 
lesson the sweet sufferer herself taught me. 
Through her long affliction, how did her lovely 
submission, and her patient suffering, shine! 
She seemed to have her own will entirely swal* 



I 

I 
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Icfwed up in the divine will; nor do I remember, 
fat, many months before her decease^ to have wit- 
nessed her giving way to any evil temper^ al-» 
though^ precious child, she knew what sore 
temptations meant. Her sister one day intro- 
duced a subject relating to Satan's appearance; 
I remarked, the devil is often felt when he is 
not seen, and referred to the dear invalid for the 
truth of it. She answered in the affirmative. 
I asked in what way he was felt — she ob- 
served, ' Temptations.' Did she ever experience 
this ? * Yes.' ' In what way ?' 'Oh I aunt, 
he has tempted me to improper thoughts of a 
Sabbath-day, and to wandering thoughts in 
prayer.' ' And do you strive and pray against 
these things, my love ?' * Yes, I always do.' 
I once asked if she thought much of her play- 
room, &C. and on an answer in the negative, 
wished to know how her thoughts were em- 
ployed; she said, there was often a great weight 
on her spirits, and that sometimes her memory 
was so bad that she could not remember any 
thing ; but, added she, ' J can sometimes recol- 
lect texts of Scripture that afford me great com- 
fort. How encouraging is Christ's lamentation 
over Jerusalem ! for he is as ready now to receive 
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sinners as he was then; is he not, aunt? and 
then I think of my hymns/ Some that she men- 
tioned were the 15thy 1 6th, and 65th of the 
Second Book of Dr. Watts. 

'* As long as she was able to read, the Bible 
was her daily study ; and next came the Pilgrim's 
Progress : of this she was very fond, and would 
delight to talk, while lying on my shoulder, of 
the different experiences therein .mentioned ; ^nd 
I remember once observing, ^ that such charac- 
ters as that of Ignorance must be much more 
miserable, en discovering tlieir mistake, than 
those who go to hell, expecting to be there.* 
Often, when I was absent, her grandmamma 
would use entreaties that she would desist from 
reading; but now the time was approaebing, 
when her poor eyes would no longer aid in the 
delightful employ ; then her sister would oblige 
her by reading, and repeating hytnn^ t& her> as 
she lay on my lap. With what heavenly smiles 
would she meet my eye, at a verse that treated 
of a Saviour's love, while she had no ear at all 
for chit-chat. Once she was kept long from her 
tea, by a talkative vtsitor; on h£s going, I ex- 
pressed my fears that he had caused our darling 
tasu^: she acknowledged he had, observingi 
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that bad it been profitable conversation, it would 
not have signifie(1> but that it was all what she 
had tiQ interest in. 

" On my sayings J You are, my love> favoured 
in your affliction, for you cannot take up that 
laeotntation, ' Iq the morning I say, wookl it 
were night, and at night, would it were momp> 
ing ;' for you have pretty easy nights.' * Ye^ 
aunt, and I have not much pain by day neither,' 
(aaid she,) although strong palpitations of heart, 
occasional spasmf^, shortness of breath, and coughs 
iug> apok0 anoljier language. Besides, at dif- 
fer?iit times, foAir small stones were coughed 
up^ with an appearemce of her being nearly 
strangled ; but with all these ailments, the dear 
palient sufierer^s usual reply to an enquiry re« 
spiectipg h^ health was, ' Not very well,' or» 
*T<rfteraHe/ 

" Om beio^ told that a firiend was about writ* 
ing ta her matberi ai^ requested to know what 
her mother should be deai^red to pray fbr^oti her 
bfihalfr-if for her recovery ? * No,' said she, * but 
that God would fit me for life or for death.' I 
asked if she did not widi to liv6 ? she answered, 
' Avaxt, I wish it to be as God i^«ases/ ^ But, my 
dear, where then are those friends you us^ ta 

N 
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lavef she hastilj letartedy 'Oh! bat I hope to 
meet them again.' The eoovenatioii was con- 
tinaed : — ' Do yoa think Grod will prepare yon 
for himself, if he should be about to take yoa ?' 
* I hope he will ; it is what I pmy for/ * Does 
my Mary always adhere to the prayers die has 
been taught ?' ' No, aunt, I ask God for what I 
'feel I want ; I have often prayed that he would 
^ve me a new hearty that I might serve him 
aright ; and I do pray that he will prepare me 
for himself/ 

" The apothecary observed^ that she was a 
dbild of such superior sense^ and strong sensi- 
bility^ that we had need to be careful what we 
said^ lest our fears should depress her spirits. 
Alas! he knew not the triumph she had 
gained— that death was no enemy to her! A 
few weeks previous to her deaths tidings Came 
that her younger sister (a lovely child^ and one 
too on whom a work of grace had evidently 
passed) was in the last stage of a consumption : 
the intelligence was heard unmoved. When 
alone^ I enquired if she really felt so composed 
as she appeared; she assured me she did. I 
asked her if it was from an idea that her sister^ 
notwithstanding the Doctor's opinion^ might still 
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recover ; she said^ 'No, but that God thought fit 
to take her, and she was persuaded thfit he knew 
what was for the best.' 

*' While dressmg her the last morning she 
dwelt amongst us^ the following conversation 
took place. *> Does not my Mary think that she 
may soon die ?' ' Yes, aunt, I do/ * Do you 
think you shall go to heaven?' * I hope so.' 
Do^ you think your sins are pardoned ?' 'I be« 
lieve they are.' ' In what way do you think 
they have been pardoned ?' ' Through the blood 
of Christ.' ' I should rejoice, my love, to go to 
heaven with you; would you like it?' 'Yes, 
dear aunt ; I would take you with me now, if 
J could.' 

'' Now the closing scene was drawing much 
nearer than we had an idea of. For the reason 
mentioned above, the apothecary concealed the 
painful truth. Often, during the former part of 
the night, the precious child would take my hand 
and press it. When I asked where the pain was, 
for her restlessness was extreme, she would re- 
ply, she did not know — ^it was no particular 
pain, but remarked that she liad heard the clock 
strike every hour; this was about three, and 
wished to be up. On my saying it would ix\Yu». 

»S6 
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her^ that it was a painful trial> and begging her 
to reflect on what her Saviour bore for her. and 
entreating her to look to him for patience^ the 
dear creature raised her eyes> as if in prayer, and 
said no more of rising. But now a truly pain- 
ful scene presented itself; she exclaimed, 'The 
phlegm wants to be brokei^.' I said, ' My love^ 
we cannot break it — ^look to God for patience^ 
the struggle will soon be over/ She immediately 
appeared calm ; but soon the phlegm became too 
mighty for any resistance^t made a terrible 
noise, and the breath seemed striving in vain to 
penetrate thro^igh^ yet not a struggle was once 
made. The hands were clasped, and held up for 
nearly five niinutes, during this heart-aren^ing 
period ! But now all was over, and she took her 
^ight to that country, of which she delighted to 
talk more than of any oth&c ; her 8ister*s spirit, 
probably, waiting to convey her home^ Thus 
died this lovely girl, March 23, 1805, aged little 
more than nine years. 

" My young readers, reflect — you must die 
too. Are you fit to join her in heaven? — or do 
you still ' indulge in every stubborn and wicked 
temper ? That God who changed her hearti can 
also change your's. Ohl pray to him-p*-r^ his 
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word often, and attend to what it teaches you* 

Love the house of God ; and when there, co]> 

sider he himself is present viewing your conduct. 

Remember, heaven or hell must be your portion ! 

Can you endure eternal burnings ? Oh ! escape 

before it is too late. If your house were in flames, 

and the fire had half consumed you, it would be 

in vain to say, fly; but while the flames are 

only threatening, I must say. Oh, strive to 

escape ! !" 

« S. B." 



The two following hymns were composed by 
M. S. P., and written down verbatim from her 
dictation, as described above. 



ON THE DEATH OF CHRIST. 

Th% heavenly Son of God 
Came down our nns to bear 

In his dear body on the cross. 
And we not shed one tear ! 

The story of his death 

A grateful heart would make 
Melt into tears, and wonder why 

He no revenge did take ! 

n3 
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With e'en a loc^ he could 
The earth have open'd^wide 

Upon his cruel murderers^ 
Who pierc'd his glorious side. 

When him thejr had abiu'd. 
They crucified the Loid 

Between two thieves on yonder troe^ 
For him they most ahhorr'd. 

But now our joys increase ; 

For lo ! the Lord's arose ! 
When his disciples he had taught. 

He to his Father goes. 

January 17, 1804. 



ON FEARING GOD. 

Happy the man that fears the Lord, 
Who cares not for the sinner's word, 
Who loves his Maker, and invites 
Sinners to God, and to them writes : 

<^ Draw near to God, ye wicked men, 
" Since he will surely hear you ; then 
'^ Pray to him with a willing mind, 
" And you'll his promis'd mercy find.' 
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Thus does he call the ^cked home : 
Lay down yonr una, and to him come £ 
If yon obey his joyous word. 
You will escape th' areng^ng 8W0rd. 

For ever happy you will be. 

In tife, to dl eternity ! 

None tan conceive the joys you'll know^ 

Since Jesus did his^ blood bestow I 

And e'en in this life will be given 
Of joys that you'll possess in heaven ; 
And ailer death the Lord will ceiiie 
To take yon to your heavenly home. 



January 26p 1804. 



i 
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ANNA MARIA POND, 

Was Mary Sophia Pond's sister, referred to in 
the preceding account. She lived at a distance 
of a hundred miles from her, and died a few 
days before her, under circumstances no less con- 
solatory to her afflicted inends. The Lord gra« 
dously taught her in£EUit lips also to lisp his praise. 
The early piety she evinced was the sure earnest 
of the glory for which he prepared her. She 
was a child of uncommon beauty, and was most 
attractive and engaging. But, like all other 
little children, she had the seeds of depraved 
hutnan nature in her. In endeavouring to con- 
ceal the truth, she oftentimes denied it. Into 
what errors, and into what sorrows little boya 
and girls bring themselves, when they disguise 
any thing from their parents and friends ! If 
they do what is wrong, it is much better for 
themselves always to tell the truth. When they 
tell lies they make Ood angry, and compel their 
friends, who wish them to be good, to whip and 
punish thenif The way to avoid lies is never to do 
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any dung tfakt is naughty, or that o6uld bring tts . 
into trouble* Little Anna Maria was oblig^ to 
be often punished for these faults, until it pleas^ 
God to answer the prayers and exerttons of her 
mamma for her, and to change her heart. Erery 
little child's heart, as well as ^very big persoifs 
heart, requires to be changed, for all our ^^arts 
are naughty, till Grod renews and deatises diem* 
The htart is dtceitful id}ove M tkingi^ and despB" 
rafdy wicked. When the good and gracioiis 
God chang^ Aiina Maria's heart, the chaoige 
Was seen by aM who knew her* i Aldiough she 
had once been in like habit of telling stories, sh* 
became to ^xtremdy consdehtioiis, that she would 
never speak positively about any thing. She 
was so careful about uttering what might bate 
the appearance 6f untrudi, diat she kept a 
constant watch on die door of hfer lips. She 
had once tod been very idle, and gave mudi 
trouble at first when she was taught to rdad, but 
when thii change todk place, of which we speak, 
she became very diligent ; all her delight was in 
reading the Bible and gobd books. It gave her 
the, greatest pleasure to: hear her good ministers 
preaching to po6r isltiners dbout their souls, and 
tfUing them hckl^ th^ tould be saved, and how 
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they ou^t to live. It was astonulmig what aU 
tention she paid t3 what was said in the hoose of 
God. 

Her respect for all the ontmnaiidments ^ God 
was very great. One Sunday when her aont 
took her out with her, in London, to attend the 
public services of religicxi, she saw many peivaBs 
with baskets, engaged in worldly traffic, and her 
pums mind was greatly shodsed at their wicked- 
ness, and exdatmed, ** Oh ! aunt, how much it 
grieves me to see the Sabbath pioianed in tfan 
"^Ay^ hy women selling fruit about the streets." 

A few days before her death she employed 
herself repeating the hymns she had learned 
before, and requested her mamma to read the Bible 
to her. She delighted to tiiink of the happy 
change that awaited her. She spoke of it fre- 
quently ; held several conversations on theglories 
and happiness of the redeemed above; and' 
quoted many appropriate passages of Scripture, 
which were sweetly and powerfully brought to 
her memory. So fully occu{»ed was her happy 
soul with these subjects, that she once broke oat 
in the following language of assurance, and anti* 
cipation of future bliss:-— f' Oh J mamma, I shall 
be soon in heaven. Only think how strange 
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and surprising it will be for such a little girl as 
I am to be with Adam^ and Noah^ and Abraham 
in heaven." 

^uch was the manner in which this little* ladiib 
of the flock was carried in the bosom of the goo4 
Shepherd^ taught^ comforted^ and enable^ to 
meet with joy the last enemy, and to triumph 
over him. While a mighty and veteran son of 
infidelity, like Voltaire, falls before the approach 
of death dismayed and appalled ; this little nurs« 
ling is able to grapple with this terrible monster, 
and to pass without fear through the dark valley 
of the shadow of death. Nothing can give sup« 
port and comfort in that hour, either to young or > 
old, but the. rod and staff of the Almighty ; faith 
in Christ ;. the presence of his Spirit ; and a hope 
full of immortality. Thus endowed, the youngest 
became wiser than their teachers, and more ei»- 
listened than the ancients. 



'.^- 
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ACCOUNT OF A LITTLE CHILD, 



A«ED FOVR YBARS. 



Thrri: 18 Qotfeubg can show the fall of man in a 
ZIVQ19 9lrtkiiig manner than the enipily whieh> is 
sofneHimea acknowledged to be feh towaidis him. 
H man. vas. not a fidlen sinfal crcatttve he could 
not bate or dislike God, If he waa ({«ite piwe 
h«: would lave the God of purityv Some poor 
ignorant heathen say, they hate God, that he is 
cru^ and unkind^ When any of their fitiends> 
ave sick, are ia great pain, and are brought neap 
to the grave, they cursoi God^ and command hkfi 
with horrid oaths not to hurt or make the poor 
sufferer ill any more. But we can only pity 
them, they do not know the way of truth, they 
have no Bible, no Christian teachers. We ought 
therefore to pray for them, and send Missionaries 
to them, that they may know how good God-is, 
and be taught to love and bless him. For though 
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he causes us to be sick and in pain^ he does ttof 
willingly grieve or afflict the children of men. 
But it is not the heathen alone "who have fallen 
from Gody and are averse to his character^ to his 
will, and his ways. Few are candid enough to 
own this, A little simple child, whose history 
fdlows, and who had not lived long enough to 
become a great sinner, as a very wicked person 
is called, feeling strongly within her this natural 
didike to God, had no idea of hiding it. She 
told ity without thinking it by >ny means a wrong 
feeling, to her pious aunt. The letter of that 
aunt, which contains the artless memorial of her 
now glorified niece, must tell how her cohvep- 
sation was blessed by the grace of God to the 
spiritual good of her in&nt charge. 

The late Miss H. NeaWs letter, (author of 
Sacred History^ in Dialogues, J to her sister 
Mrs. C . 

" Dear Sister, 
'' In compliance with your request, I shall en^* 
deavour to recollect the Lord's dealings with 
your late dear niece, S. S , for out of the 
mouth of babes and sucklings the Lord ordaineth 
pnise. After the child had been with me a little 

VOL. II. o 
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time, I b^an to talk to her about God ; I aaked 
her if she loved God? She said^ no; for he was 
a naughty God, and would beat her. I asked 
her who told her so? She said^ papa's man. 
I told her it was wicked to call God naughty; 
for he was good, and was always doing her 
good : it was a good God that kept her papa and 
mamma'alive. Then I enumerated the blessings 
she enjoyedf At another time I asked her if she 
would pray to this good God ? (I shall never for- 
get her answer; you know the sweetness there 
was in her countenance ; she put on such a stem 
determined look as quite amaxed me.) She re- 
plied. No, I won't love God, nor G6d shan't love 
me. I was quite struck, and hardly knew what 
to reply — that a child, not four years old, should 
express its enmity so forcibly, astonished me. I 
told her, if that was her determination, she was a 
miserable child ; for none were happy but those 
whom God loved. I think it was the next night, 
I said to her, what a miserable child you are ! 
you never will be happy ; you cannot be happy 
without God. I watched her countenance: she 
seemed to strive against it ; but at last she burst 
into tears, and said, I will love God. I replied, 
how can you love God, when you will not pray 
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to him ? She came to me, "with tears in her eyes^ 
you must pray for me. She came again to me, 
dung round me, and would not let me go ; yoa 
must pray for me.; God shall love me. I still 
repulsed her, but she grew the more importunate. 
At length I yielded ; and she attended me with 
seriousness. The next night when I put her to 
bed, I said not a word to her about praying; 
but, when I was going to undress her, she said, 
aunt H&rriet, you must pray to God to bless me. 
I taught her a short prayer, that she might know 
that it was her duty to pray for herself and her 
friends. I varied it, as circumstances arose in 
the family, that she might understand that God 
was to be applied to in every time of need. Thus 
we continued to pray together, tUl it pleased the. 
Lord to turn her prayers into everlasting praites. 
From this time she would take great delight in 
talking about the things of God. Seeing the 
Bible, she asked what book that was ? I told her 
it was God's word ; that that book taught us to 
love God, and there G^od has promised to love 
us. From that time she never would go to bed 
without looking into it, though she could not 
read. I used to read texts suitable to her, such 
A8 " Suffer little children to come untp me, for of 
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goA is the kingdom of hesTen^-^I lofwe tbeni 
tint We me^ and those that sedJL me earij shall 
find me." She used to ddight to go to the house 
of God. If die was asked what die went for? 
she would reply, to worship Qod and learn his 
wilL One day as we were walkii^ it b^;an to 
snow. She said, I do not like this nanghty 
snow* I replied, my dear, that is because yoo 
do not know its use ; God is very good in send- 
ing this snow. You know yoar papa is a ftrmer, 
and he would be sorry if there was no snow ; 
the odd sharp frosts would kill the seed whidi 
he has put into the ground, if God did not send 
this snow to keep it warm. Then we bad a long 
discourse about com ; what her papa did with it; 
and how it was made bread. Some weeks after 
this, as we were coming from meeting, it began 
to snow, upon which she said, aunt Harriet, it is 
yery cold, but I do not mind it; God is very 
good to send the snow to keep the com warm. 
I mention this only to show you that instruction 
was not lost upon this dear child. She came to 
Northampton in September; it was in the Ja- 
nuary following she began to ^ie ill« The first 
attack was a very violent cough, which brought 
on a fever, attended with a pain in her side : be« 
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fore she recovered from these complaints the 
measles appeared^ "which struck in on the second 
day* A blister was applied to her back, which 
never healed, a humour falling to it. I will not 
hurt your feelings, my dear sister, by attempting 
to give you a description of her sufferings for the 
last three weeks of her life; but the goodness 
and mercy of our Lord were displayed^ in giving 
her patience equal to her sufferings. When first 
she was taken ill, one Sabbath day, as she was 
sitting in my lap, she looked very earnestly at 
me, and said, I wiU di^ and go to heaven ! 
I made her no answer, and she repeated it again, 
but I will die, and tell mamma not to cry. At 
the beginning of her illness she had restless 
nights, but would disturb me as little as possible; 
when I awoke in the morning, she would cling 
round me, and tell me how she loved me. Oh, 
aunt Harriet, I love God and you so much, that 
I know not what to do ! repeating it, I know 
not what to do 1 She could not find words to. 
express her meaning. At other times she would 
say, I will die ; I will die once to live for ever. 
One dear friend, Mrs. T ■, came to see her, 
(she lay on a bed in the parlour ;) upon her say- 
ing, Canyou leave all these pretty things to go 

o 3 
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to heaven? She replied. Yes; and yoar aunt 
Harriet? Yes, she replied. — ^And what do you 
want to go to heaven for ? That I may love God 
bStter. Several texts of Scripture, which she 
had learned, she would repeat with pleasure; 
and when she was so ill that she could not repeat 
them, would be delighted to hear them, particu- 
larly that in Psalm xvi. 1 1 . — " In thy presence 
is fulness of joy, and at thy right hand there are 
pleasures for evermore." That, she would say, 
is my text In prayer, if I mentioned any text 
of Scripture which she was acquainted with, she 
would repeat it to me afterwards ; which was a 
convincing proof that she attended to the things 
that were spoken. We had family prayer in her 
room every night but one, when she was bo ill 
that we thought it would fatigue her too much. 
The next morning she said to me. Grandmamma 
prayed in another room, because she is ill. But 
do you wish family prayer to be always in your 
KK>m ? she replied. Yes. She asked me one day 
what God would say to het when she came to 
heaven ? I told her he would say, *' Come ye 
blessed of my Father, inherit the kingdom pre- 
pared for you/' At anotiier time, when I was 
talking to her about Jesus Christ, she cried out. 
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He is God. I cannot express the joy I felt to 
hear the divinity of Christ proclaimed out of the 
mouth of this babe : it put me in mind of the 
children who cried out, " Hosanna to the Son of 
David/' A morning or two before her death, 
when she was in great pain, I asked her, if she 
would go to heaven ? she said. Yes ; now, now, 
with impatience. I told her, she must be willing 
to wait God's time, for he was able to give her 
ease, or patience to bear her pain. . I prayed with 
her, which seemed to calm and compose her 
mind, so that she fell into a sweet sleep, for she 
had but little sleep for the last fortnight, except 
what was procured by opiates. 

" When she was dying, as she lay in my lap, 
she put her hand on her breast. Oh ! I have such 
a pain here ! yes, by-and-by, one more pain. In a 
short time after, she went into a sleep, from which 
she never awoke. She went off, about three 
hours after, without a groan ; she only made one 
slight struggle, and died with her hand in mine. 
Oh! how street did death then appear to me! 
no gloom, no horror ! I felt a pleasurable pain 
in parting : my imagination followed her spirit 
in its flight to the realms of everlasting bliss. 
When alone, for many days together, I had joys 



I 
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and coomAatiofDB, which the world knows nothing 
oC She was the child of my affections^ jret the 
joy that I felt at her hi^piness overbalanced the 
parting for a time. Since then I have felt mach, 
and do to this day. May you, ray dear sister, 
if it be the Lord's will, never experience the loss 
of children ; I know your great delight will be in 
leading their tender minds to God. That the 
Almighty may own and bless your labours, is 
the earnest prayer of your affectionate sister, 

« H. N." 
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MEMOIR OF JANE DYER. 



Jake DrRR was bom on the 18th of April, 
1800^ at Trowbridge^ in Wiltshire. Although 
An only child^ the situation of her parents put it 
o^t of their power to give her such an education 
as their affectionate soli<;itude prompted them to 
wish for her; but this defect was, after a while, 
providentially, and most amply made up. God 
knows our necessities ; and when the supplying 
them will be for our good, he knows what means 
to use; for the heavens, and the earth, and all 
things are his ; and he has said, ** No good thing 
will I withhold from them that walk uprightly." 
At seven years of age, little Jane was taken by 
an aunt who kept a school at Chelsea; and here 
she enjoyed not only the advantage of having her 
mind cultivated, but the important subject of re* 
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dbflt that if a hcsvcn, to widdi 
k odIj a piidiy and a ircrj diort ooe too : and fkrv 
Jane is Mr njoido^ OallijdieflnileBcdcir. 
cmBttanmoi KT |wwilij bjr wnidi mm 
into a pions ciide; and fir liie wpathml 
iaoDB of her ann^ and her aontTs fiiend, wiio 
wrote liie anneged linei^ To liie affecAam* 
tie admo ni tiong of bodi, Jane i^petfB to hate 
been inddrted fx her fint idigioiis Tiewe. 
Ye fiiends of jaosi^ never be weary in Hmdhf 
addreMing tbe affisctioni^ th e hearts of those 
yoong ones to ^diooi yon have ace c i s . The 
means are oars, die end is with Onmipolenoe: 
we know not which effort God may bless; but 
we know, that great will be oar joy, if made 
an instrument of saring one of these precioas 
onesi 

She began her song of praise while on a bed 
of extreme suffering ; and now, that her pains 
are left behind, and her joys complete, her song 
is ''more sweet, more loud." 

After about two years had been spent at Chel- 
sea, Jane was seized with a pain in the knee. 
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aooompanied with an inflammatioa. The kind 
attentions ci her aunt were exerted^ and medical 
advice lesorted to^ but in vain ; the die was cast ; 
death had received its commission — dire symp- 
toms of scrofula were encreasing. The mother 
waa anxious to have her child with her, and she 
returned to Trowbridge, February, 181 J, with 
strong desires to sow in th^ hearts of herpar^ts, 
some of that good seed, there was reason to hope, 
the Spirit of God had graciously planted in her 
own. The word of God declares, ''by their 
fruits ye shall know them ;" and some of the 
fruits this dear child was enabled to pit)duce, to 
the glory of God, and to the admiration of be- 
holders, were, submission to the will of her 
heavenly Father; patience in extreme weakness, 
and under excruciating pain; with a constant 
watching against, and mourning over, a natural 
irritability of temper; gratitude to God and man 
for every kindness bestowed; and- an anxious 
soh'citude for the salvation of all, especially for 
her parents, to whom she manifested an affec- 
tionate obedience; a very tender conscience, 
"The slightest touch of sin to feel;" and, near 
the close, steady f^th in Jesus. 
Those "v^ho know the nature of the disorder 
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with which this poor soflerer was exercised^ and 
whidi absolutely drained her life away, will be 
aware, that strong must be that grace, whidi 
could cause her to rejoice in her sufferings, and 
to be willing to continue in them even when 
heaven appeared her o¥ni ! She knew there was 
a prize, and that it was ensured to her ; that her 
''Light afflicdons, (her own quotatum,) were 
working out for her a ftr more exceeding and 
eternal weigl^ of glory T 

These sufferings, she felt, were sanctified to 
her; that in mercy they were permitted. She was 
much pleased with the visits of the truly pious, 
to whom she could communicate her experience, 
and from whose conversation and prayers, were 
derived great encouragement in seasons of dark- 
ness, and on some occasions, when sorely attacked* 
by the enen^y of souls, happy deliverance. At 
one time, when in great distress of mind, she 
had solicited the presence ci a Christian £riend, 
whose conversation being blessed to her, she 
observed, " Blessed are they who endure temp- 
tation ; for when they are tried, they shall re- 
ceive a crown of life." Aflter this time her joy 
unclouded, and she was patiently waiting 
lligpiissal ; she had endured strong conflicts 
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with the powers of darkness ; her temptations to 
doubts and to fear» were great : and she some- 
times feared there was no pardon^ no heaven for 
ber ; but she came off more than conquercxry be- 
cause greater was He, to whom she had fled for 
refuge, than all that were against her: her vic- 
tory was manifest : her expressions of it wonder- 
ful for such a child. The recording of them was 
not thought of, so that they are mostly forgotten. 
The bed, to which the invalid was confined 
nearly nine months. Was strewed with |hous 
authors, her room was a sanctuary, more espe- 
cially on Sabbath days ; her young companions 
in a similar aituatioa of life, from the Sunday 
school, frequently held a prayer-meeting there, 
when they together rejoiced in what God had 
dene for their souls. At one of these meeting^ 
she exclaimed, *' This is like heaven, it makes 
me forget my pain 1" Sometimes she would ap- 
pear very happy, and on being asked the cause 
of it, would reply, that such sweet consoling por«* 
tions of scripture occurred to her mind, as de- 
lighted her soul ; and amongst others mentioned, 
^' Cast thy burden upon the Lord, and he shall 
sustain thee, Soc." Books were her delight ; but 

p 
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die sable WIS her trewnre book ! To a finoid 
who called on her die remarked, what a mercy 
it was, that die wanted ^MrnoCfahigy addil^ ** It 
is true there are tiungs I should Hke, that I have 
not : but all my real wamit are supplied ; how 
good the Lord is !* Whed any Amg was given 
her mother for her, she would say, "Mother, 
thank God ftr it ; he put it into the heaits of 
fifiends to give it." To a yoqog man who lived in 
tiie house, who was about dianging his situatioB 
in life, die gave the following diarge, " Let me 
entreat you to begin the woiid with prayer, with- 
out which, be assured, nothing will prosper,** and 
solemnly continued, " I beg of you to |Hrepare to 
meet me in heaven ; I shall be there, and it will 
be an awful thing for me to see you turned off to 
the left handf But (as if recollecting herself,) I 
diall not be sorry then; for there is no sorrow in 
heaven.** Her advice on some .occasions, delivered 
as it was with peculiar energy and seriousness, 
appeared to make strong impression : may the 
impression be abiding and effectual towards die 
end designed ! — ^Jane requested a funeral sermon 
might be preadied, (from '* Thanks be to God 
which giveth us the victory," &c) observing, ^ It 
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will do me no good/ but I wish it for the sake of 
others; some yomig people m^y be present, who 
may die as young as myself." 

On December 15^ 1811, this happy child, 
with placid serenity, sunk into die arms of her. 
Saviour, to realize to the full that blis» she had 
been anticipating, and which she had begun to 
enjoy. Religion has pleasures which the happiest 
worldling might ^vy ; but alas, the sinner 
knows nothing of those delights that enable the 
possessor to bear, even to enjoy — ^painful suffer* 
ingrs ! which have sent the nuuiyr smiling to the 
stake, and when burning there, have afforded 
such consolation, as to make, him almost forget 
the flames that were consuming him ! 

And now, ye readers of this, who have the 
privilege of perusing obituaries of pious children, 
suffer me to arrest your attention awhile with a 
solemn thi>ught You too, each one of you, 
must die 1 — ^Unless you repent, and forsake your 
sins ; except you find pardon and salvation 
through a Redeemer :— -you must die eternally I 
Die? No, verily, you must live in eternal tor« 
ments ! Oh, my dear young friends, think for 
a moment — ^who can endure endless misery ? The 
worm jthat dieth not, the fire that is never, (not 

p2 
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Jbr one 8l6e|»iig secxmd), no, never quendied! 
And who can deliver fiom these torments ? Not 
firiends, however near and dear ; not wishes, how« 
ever fervent; not prayers, however sincere; no, 
all these pleaders will be vain, when yon arv 
once consigned to that place of woe 1 Oh, listen 
to the voice of Grod while he warns you ''To 
flee from the wrath to come." Hear the invita« 
tion of the compassionate Saviour, '' Come unto 
me all ye that are weary and heavy laden, and I 
will give you rest" *^ Suffer little diildren to 
come unto me, and forbid them not," &c Hear the 
advice, the tears, the prayers, of those dear friends 
who love you, and cannot bear the idea (^ enjoy-* 
ing heaven without you ! Hearken to the voice 
of a stranger, who loves your souls ; one who 
wants you made lovely, and happy here, by the 
religion of Jesus, and who will rejoice to meet 
you in heaven, a numerous, glorious, band . 
Think how brittle is the thread of life ; have not 
some of your lively, thoughtless companions been 
snatched away unexpectedly, without warning ? 
Not a day, not an hour, not a moment are you safe, 
till your hearts are changed; then, when the sting 
of death is removed, oh, how will every comfort, 
every enjoyment of life be heightmed ! For then 
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every day will be only bringing you nearer to 
the bliss of heaven ! I have heard awful accounts 
of young people^ hurried away while in the actual 
commission of sin : alas^ there can be no refuge 
to which they can fly ! The rocks and the hiUs 
wiU not hide them ! No^ God will see, will judge, 
will consign them — ^Ah, whither ? 

S. B. 

Trowbridge. 



VERSES TO THE MEMORY OF JANE DYER. 

Comb, dearest children, sit by me. 

Your sportive gambols leave i 
1*11 tell you of your little friend. 

She sleeps in yonder grave. 

Her parents lov'd her tenderly. 

And she lov'd them the same < 
You see, my diears, I've five of yoa } 

They'd only little Jane. 

The rose pla/d sweetly on her cheek, 

life sparkled in her eye ; 
And long they hop'd to see her bloom. 

But little Jane must die. 

PS 
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She was • nmple fitde maid, 
80 healthy, fierii^ and fair. 

And fond of toys, and pleased with sport. 
As other chihken are. 

And oft when school and task was done, 
' And you had leave to play. 
She'd join you in your cheerful sports. 
In summer eyening gay. 

And round the social fire side 
In winter's lengthen'd eve, 

You'd dress your pretty dolls so neat 
Or read, or chat, at ease. 

And whqn disease had seiz'd her firame. 

And church was far away. 
She'd meet us on the Sabhath eve 

To read, and sing, and pray. 

Frequent we told the little maid 
That prayer must be her own ; 

She'd, weeping, say, she oftea pray'd 
When she was all alone. 

We often sat in sweet converse. 

Of Jesu's dying love ; 
And told of little children gone 

To live with him above. 

You'd next repeat the sacred text. 
Then sing the favourite hymn. 

And seek by prayer that sovereign grace 
Which saves the soul from sin. 
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Daily we saw her health dedine. 

And life wear fatt away ; 
For many months fh pain extreme 

The little sufferer lay. 

Her Bible, now her chief delight. 

Lay constant by her side ; 
And oft she thought and spake of him 

Who loved, who wept, and ^ed ! 

Often the little j^ous band 

Would meet around her bed ; 
And^oin in humble, rimple prayer. 

To their exalted Head. 

While Jesus kindly look'd and smil'd^ 

With sympathetic glow 
Through every bosom sweetly ran; 

'Twas heaven begun below. 

Her tender soul was oft distress'd. 

She wept for those slie loved ; 
She long'd to see them happy here. 

And dwell with her above. 

And down her aged parents' cheeks 

Ran many a silent tear. 
To hear their child's sincere requests. 

To mind, and meet her there. 

In yonder heaven, she'd fineqnent say, 

I cannot weep for yoii ; 
There peace and pleasure ever bl«om. 

And Joyi onwitheriDg grow. 
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With grateful heart she'd often speak 

Of kindnesses received $ 
And much her tender spirit moum'd 

If any one she griev'd* 

"And many an hour, and many a day. 
Though sore distress'd with pains. 
She'd in her little chamber sing 
In sweet melodious strains. 

The tempter oft in malice tried 
To shake her hopes of heaven. 

And told her nns so great as her's 
Could never be forgiven. 

'Twas then the power of prayer prevailed. 

And set her spirit free : 
With tears of holy joy she cry'd. 

My Jesus died for me. 

Thanks to the Lamb that once was slun ; 

Through him we victory have ♦ 
O'er all the powers of sin and death, . 

And terrors of the graven 

Jesus, sweet Jesus, fetch my soul 

Up to the courts above ; 
I long to see thy smiling £ace. 

And sing thy bleeding love. 

Jn calm composure, holy peace. 

For many days she lay ; 
At length, as though she fell asleep. 

She breath'd her soul away. 

* The passase ibt cfaoie for ber fimeral «enncMi. 
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Kind angels widted to convey 

Her gentle spirit hbme^ 
To realms of blist^ nbtre Jesus leigns. 

And place her near his throne. 

There in sweet harmony divine^ 

She tunes herjoyfiil lay } 
Redeeming lore is all her theme> 

Through one etemal day. 
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SAMUEL FAY, 

OP LITTLE BARTHOLEMEW CLOSE, LONDON; 

Died Jtme 17, 1808 } ogpi tm Tatrt and teven Monihu 
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This boy presents us with another proof to the 
many with which we are furnished, that advance* 
ment in piety is often commensurate with great 
progress in learning. Great seriousness in reli* 
gion will always lead to great diligence in the 
pursuit of our necessary studies, and of our pro* 
per callings. It pleased God very early to affeet 
the mind oi this amiable boy with a sense of 
religion, and to dispose him to attend to secret 
prayer. When about four and a half years old, 
his father being ill, he was seen by his parents, 
without his observing them, kneeling on the bed 
and saying, " Pray God make my dear Father 
better :" when he got up, he came to the bed-side, 
and asked him how he was ; being told he was 
better, he said, " I thought you would, for I prayed 
for you/* He was early and frequently afflicted, 
and his affliction was much blessed to bim« in 



producing thoughtfulness^ and enquiries about 
eternal t^ngs, which increased with his years. 
But though he was attentive to religious instruc- 
tion^ and evidently advancing in acquaintance 
with divine things, yet he was reserved in com« 
municating what he knew and felt of these things, 
though on other subjects he was quite free and 
open* 

Much, however, as his soul was occupied with 
the great and momentous realities of an eternal 
world, and anxiously as he sought a due prepara* 
tion for it, 'he forgot not the necessity, which was 
imposed upon him, to cultivate his mind and ac- 
quire useful knowledge. His advancement in 
learning was considerable, but he was solicitous 
fblly to understand one branch of education be« 
fore he proceeded to another. If children rove 
about from one book to another, and satisfy them« 
selves with a cursory glance at ditiTerent subjects, 
they wiU never master any difficulties, or fully 
acquire any kind or degree of knowledge. Per* 
severance is absolutely necessary, in every thing 
we undertake, in order to obtain success. It is 
necessary in any thing we determine to study, it 
is necessary in our worldly affairs; and young 
Samuel found this disposition^ with which he was 
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lenunkably endowed, eztzemdy luefol to faim ui 
lu« qMritual ooocemf. He would often inquire, 
with modi eamestneaSy the meamng of different 
pagaages of scriptme^ and was not satisfied with* 
out understanding what he heard and read on 
these sdbgecta. He remarked that he could not 
mendon any particular Ikne when a work of 
grace began in his soul ; but that he had found 
rdigious instruction, by Otoversiitiony preaching, 
and Beading, had been blessed to him in a gradual 
way.— -He often suffered much pain» arisii^ 
from the nature ef his oomj^aint, which was 
an enlargement of the heat^ and which adhered 
to his side. His natural disposition was lively 
and impatient ; henoe he was fiteqoently praying, 
and requesting others to ptay for patieooe and 
entire submission to the wiH of Clod; and God 
was pleased remarkably to answ^ prayer, by 
enabling him to bear loikg confinement and pain, 
in a manner that oftea comfi^rted his comforters, 
and encouraged many to trust in the mighty God 
of Jacob.— For the last teven months he was 
almost wholly confined at home, 9nd unable to 
attend public wordiip, which he longed to do; 
but he resigned himself into the hands of God, 
became gc^dually lei^ ]^sec¥ed> mi Fiwld Mto 
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verse freely about the ^te of his soul. He said 
he considered it a great mercy to have had reli- 
gious parents^ though he had sometimes thought 
them too strict, but now he saw it was all for his 
real good. He remarked that he could say^ it 
' was good for him to be afflicted^ and that he had 
learnt more by it than he could have known in 
health. 

The Bible was the book which he most 
highly valued^ having found it early sanctified 
to his good. Dr. Watts's Hymns^ the Pilgrim's 
Progress^ with notes by the Rev. Mr. Burder^ and 
the Youth's Magazine, were likewise much 
blessed to him. When his iUness prevented 
him from reading, he would say, what a mercy 
it was he could recollect what he had read and 
learnt. He had early committed to memory 
the following Hymn of Dr. Watts, and enquired 
the meaning of the different verses. 

Go worship at Immanuel's feet. 
See ia his Ikce what wonders meet ! 
Earth is too narrow to express 
His worth, his glory, or his grace. 

iThe whole creation can afford 
Bnt some faint shadows of my Lord ; 
Nature to make his beanties known. 
Must micgle colom not her awn. 

Q 



> 
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li he cowpered to wne (Mrovna ? 
Dev Lord, oorMMdi windd tkns befed; 
That.itsh, that dying blood of thwe, 
. It hfead of fife, is hesrmlj wue. 

Ishefttree? tiie world reoorcs 
Stlvatioii from biBheafiq^ leaTCS : 
^ Tliatrigliteoai1»uieh» Aatfrmtftdboogli, 
It Darid's root and o^DDf too. 

It he a rote ? Not Sharon yieUb 
Soch fragrancy in aU her fiddB : 
Or if the lily he aatnme. 
The ralleyv Ueta the rich perfome. 

It he a vine? Hit hearenly root 
Snppliet the bought with life and froit : 
O let a latting union join 
My tool to Chritt the firing vine ! 

It he a head ? Each member Uret, 
And ownt the yital pow'r he gi?et : 
The taints below, and taintt above, 
Join'd by hit tpirit and hit lore. 

Is ha a fountain ? There I bathe. 
And heal the plague of sin and death ; 
These waters all my soul renew. 
And cleanse my spotted garments too. 

Is he a fire ? He'U purge my dross. 
But the true gold sustains no loss : 
Like a refiner shaU he sit, 
And -tread the rofose with bit feet« 
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Is ha ft rock ? How firiQ Jie proires ! 
The Rock of Ag^es never moTes t 
Yet the sweet streams that from him flow. 
Attend us all the desert thro*. 

Is he a way ? He leads to God : 
The path is drawn in lines of blood : 
There would I walk with hope and zeal, 

TUl I arriye at Zion's hill. 

•« 

Is he a door ? Ill enter in ; 

Behold the pastures large and green ; 

A paradise ^^nnely fidr. 

None but the sheep have freedom there* 

Is he design'd a comer stone, 
Tor men to build their heaven vpott ? 
Ill make him my foundation too. 
Nor fear the plots of hell below. 

Is he a temple ? I adore 
Th' indwelling majesty and powV^ 
And still to this most holy place 
Whene'er I pray Til turn my face* 

Is he a star ? He the night 

Piercing the shades with dawning light ; 

I know his glories from afar, 

I know the bright^ the morning star. 

Is he a sun ? His beams are grace. 
His course is joy and righteousness ; 
Nations rejoice when he appears. 
To Chaie timr clouds, and dry their tean. 
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O let me ^mb tiicfle luglier aldesy 
Where storms and darioieaB never liae I 
Here he dtsplays his powers abroad. 
And shines and reigns th' incarnate Crod. 

Not eardi norlea^ nor sun nor stars. 
Nor hesTen his fdU resemblance bears ; 
Wm beauties we can nerer trace. 
Till we behold him fiu^e to &oe. 

He repeated tfaem one day to a friend, apply- 
ing many of tfaem to himself; for example, 
he remarked, '' If Christ had not been a fountain, 
how could I have been washed £rom my sins ? 
If he had not been the way, I could not have got 
to heaven ; but by him I can go safidy. If he 
had not been the star fiiom on high, how could 
my benighted soul havo been enlightencid ? He 
was very anxious to know if he had true £iith, 
that he might not be deceived. Several passages 
on the subject were read to him at different 
times, and explained; he was satisfied, and 
said, '^ I know I have it ; it is indeed the sub- 
stance of things hoped for." — Sometimes, when 
his pain was violent, he would silence himself by 
saying, " What are my sufferings, to what Christ 
suffered for me ?"— 

About three months before his decease, his 
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cSsorder was proDounced .to be incurable. This 
was commnnicated to him : he received the infor- 
mation with attention and cogiposure, and said, 
** Then God will take me to heaven." Observ- 
ing his parents affected^ he said, " Don't grieve, 
you know I am but lent, and I mast be returned, 
some time or other." He now appef^red to expect 
his departure, and prayed that God would pre* 
pare him for it. By the direction of the Doctor, 
and at his own particular request, he was re- 
moved into the country for a short time. Upon 
that occasion he observed, " I know that nothing is 
impossible with God, and I wish to try the 
means ; if I live, I hope it will to his glory, and 
the comfort of my parents. I wish to do what 
he thinks best ; if he takes me away, I know it 
will be from a world full of trials and sins, and I 
believe he will take me to himself." — In one of his 
letters to his parents, (written in short hand,) 
he says, *' I hope you are comfortable, my mind 
is easy, and that is a great mercy: we are but 
mortals of a day : it is a blessed thing that Christ 
came into the world to save all who beUeve in 
him, and it is a blessing to have such a Saviour 
to go to at all times, without money ; his grace is 
enough for us; pray for me, I pray for you.'* 

<^3 
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Speaking of the Lord's goodness to him, he said, 
'' The kst night I was enabled to trust in the 
liord, and give up myself to him, hoping that if 
I had no sleep in the night, I might have some 
in the morning, and if not, som^the next day.*' 
He said many of his sleepless nights were very 
comfortable, from the presence of God and en* 
joyment of the promises. Though he was gene- 
rally oomfiirtable in his mind, he had seasons of 
darkness and doubt; he sometimes compared 
himself to Feebl^mind, the pilgrim, a fearful fol- 
lower of the Lamb of God^ A few weeks before 
his death he waia much harassed with temptations 
to profime the name of God, which made him 
very unhappy, and led him to earnest prayer for 
help, by which the temptation was removed, and 
his peace restoxifMl.— As his complaint, (which 
ended in a dropsy,) increasedf he appeared to 
take his leave of the world. He desired his books 
and things for amusement to be brought to him^ 
when he distributed them amoi^ his young 
fUends, who surrounded his bed, addressed them 
severally and affectionately, earnestly requesting 
them to attend to the concerns of eternity, that 
they might meet him .in glory. Putting his 
Bible into his brother's handsj he said, *' There, I 



- give you that Bible ; it as an old one^ but it is a 
precious one, it has been a great blessing to me; 
the coinfort I now feel I got from that book: I 
am going to heaven, and there it was I learnt the 
way; study it, and treasure up those things 
iu your mind ; remember they are the words a( . 
a dying brother. May this book make you 
happy on your dying bed. I am going, do you, 
try to supply my place, obey your father and 
mother, and do every thing to make them happy 
as long as you live. Love Ministers, they are 
God's servants : I love them dearly. See how a 
Christian can die, and I am but a young one ; I 
am on a dying bed, but I am as easy as on a bed 
of roses ; I am a sinner, but Christ has washed 
me dean, and he is going to give me a crown and 
robe of righteousness; I am going to have more 
than the mines of Mexico, or the golden Indies." 
Giving another young relative a BihLe, he said, 
^' There's a Bible for you; pray for a blessing on 
it; don't part with it if you want bread, for there 
is the bread of life, and it will support you when 
every thing else will ^1; it has supported me iu 
the midst of all my afflictions. It is a good chart, 
make it your guide, i^nd it will carry yaa qlear 
off aU tlie rocks and quid^sapds you may meet 
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witb^ and will land you safely on the heavenly 
■hore. Seek the Lord while you are young; 
yoo' cannot enjoy life^ unless you are fit to diet 
Remember there is great encouragement for 
you^ Christ says^ '' Sufier little children to come 
imto me ;" you see God can give his grace to a 
diild, as well as to a man. Take care of bad 
company, it leads to ruin ; choose the company 
of those who fear God. You see he takes the 
young as well as the old. I am younger than 
yon, and your turn must come. Don't neglect 
religion, it will be a shocking thing, and will cut 
you to the heart to reflect, at the last, that you 
might have been saved, but would not You 
know yon have relations in heaven, and I 
charge you to meet me there." It pleased God 
to continue him much longer than was expected, 
which afforded him the opportunity of seeing 
many Christian friends, who were witnesses c£ 
what Grod had done for his soul. One asking 
him the ground of his hope, he answered, ^' on 
Christ alone ; I know I am guilty, but I know be 
can save me, and I believe he will; I desire to 
go to him as a poor sinner.** Another asking him 
what he should pray for, he replied, " that God 
would give me ease and patience, and fit me for 
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my^ departure ;" but immediately said^ ^' Indeed I 
am fit^ bless and praise him for making me so."— - 
A friend asked^ *' can you trust in Christ as a 
Saviour^ and believe he died to save you?" He 
replied^ ^^ Yes^ that he will^ because he loves sin-» 
ners." A minister having asked him how he 
knew Cheist was his Saviour ; he answered^ 
" Because he says^ him th^t cometh unto me^ I 
will in no wise cast out; and I have come to 
him." A friend who prayed with him asked 
him^ ''if he was afraid of death ? observing that 
most people are afraid to die;'* He reph'ed, 
''Jesus can make )& djoi^ bed soft.*' To the 
question, "Do you love Jesus?" he answered, 
" Yes." Being asked, " why do you love him ?'* 
he replied, " Because he purchased my soul, and 
has provided heaven for me." One speaking of 
eternal life, he observed, " Ah, what is eternal 
death, and eternal darkness?" He was very 
thankful for all the kind attentions and visits of 
his Christian friends, and as his end approached^ 
he took an affectionate leave of them, and spoke 
of meeting them again in glory, with the same 
certainty and composure as one speaks of meeting 
a friend in a short time in another place. Being 
asked, "if the tempter assaulted him," he^d. 



i7<^ Mixv MXHOiBi am 

*' So, md I think it a gnat nancy tint Ik iiai 
liOTD kffptfrooi me iomndi; I fasfe^miidlnB 
MUmskmg me nuniy « tune, but not kleiy.* Ob 
rapesting the 07th hjmn of Dr. Wotti, he mid, 
'* Ah, no one knows the joy of pardcxied sn bat 
thoM whoiMit: Idojbel it. I am hqipy, to 
hepp/, I omnot ej^nreit what I &eL I am quite 
read/* Now God ia going to take me to him- 
aelf j Chrift hai pud my debt, all my debt, a 
great load; I was unable to pay any, but he died 
for me, yes for my souL Don't grieve, the 
Lord is good and mighty ; he will never leave 
nor forsake those who trust hiou— 

*< PredoM RIble, what a trMSirs 
DoM Ihe word of Ood aftMrd ; 
All I want tot life and plcamv^ 
Food and med'dDfy alikldand swovd.** 



I have no doubts, no ftars now; no^ aD 
gone ; I have sown in tears^ but I shall 
joy ; I am veadr ; I am ir^ng tci sang pnues 
Ood and the Lamb for ever, ibr he is wordrv. 

** Worthy tte Lm^ tib«t ^^d, «^r 
W«% Ike Laa^ Mr ^» zcp!^. 
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Another time^ speaking of Christ's ascending 
to heaven, he said, ^'^ And there I am going to he 
"with him ; there I shall lean on his bosom, as the 
beloved John did; there I shall see as I am 
fleen, and know ^ I am known ; there I shall 
worship as I ought, and praise as I ought ; now 
I see through a glass darkly, but then (what an 
unspeakable mercy) face to face." A minisCer 
visiting him, when in great pain and much in 
want of sleep, he requested him to pray for sleep 
and ease; but his pain increasing, after he left 
him, he prayed aloud himself, " O Lord, give 
patience : oh for faith ! oh for sleep ! oh give me 
ease, or take me to thyself this night ! Why are 
thy chariot wheels so long a coming? Come 
frendly death, and release me." His father say-* 
ing, I hope you will be enabled to submit to the 
will of God, he instantly replied* " Oh, yes, hii 
will be done ; it is a blessed will ; it is a blessed 
will; it is very painful; I don't understand it 
now, but I soon shall." He was indiilged with 
comfortable ease and sleep that night: the next 
morning he was very thankful, and said, ^* Wel\, 
we see God hears and answers prayer ; and I am a 
proof of it/' By his desire the 43d Hjrmn of 
J)r» Watts WBA sung> in whidr he joined with 
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nmdi energy : indeed, conddermg his stiength, 
it was often snrprismi^ how finnly he uttexed the 
linogB here rdated. He had written the 550lh 
Hymn of Dr. Rif^xm's selectian — 

''All! I Bhall loontie dymg." 

He desbed it to be hroaght to him, when he 
fead it with much satift&ction^ and observed it 
BM his iiappy experience. His mother sayings 
we never see you cry now, though your firiends 
are weeping around you, he said, *^ Oh, no ; I have 
done with tears ; Christ has done much for me ; 
I have nothing to do but to rejoice and praise." 
She asked him if he felt any dread at the thought 
of being confined to the grave? he immediately 
replied, " No ; none at all. 

** CorrnptioD, earth, and worms. 
Shall but refine this fledi. 
Till my triumphant spirit comes 
To put it OB afresh." 

Is not Christ risen, and become the first fruits of 
them that sleep in Jesus ? I know I must die to 
be with him; and I am thankful I am made 
willing, for the sting of death is past .God will 
give me the victory, and I shall soon cast anchor 
in the haven of eternal rest I will rqdce in him 



\. 
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in this worlds and go to praise him without end in 
a better; and you will soon come to me: a little 
time, and we shall meet where parting shall be 
no more." On the day of his departure, he was 
so exhausted as to be able to say very little : he 
was fully sensible his dissolution was fast ap- 
proaching, but he was quite comfortable^ and 
enjoyed those parts of the word of God which 
were read to him. Being asked, if he found 
Christ and the promises precious? he replied, 
'* Very precious :" he added, ** I am now so weak 
I cannot speak much, but I am happy/* He 
remained perfectly composed, till his immortal 
spirit departed to the regions of eternal day, 
without a struggle or groan. Thus died a truly 
religious and affectionate child ; a happy and de- 
cisive proof of the efficacy of that grace which can 
perfect praise out of the mouth of babes and 
sucklings. 
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LINZS WRIJTEM BY A MOTHER. 
** Of 4Kft k the kmgdmm wfhmKm/* 




/«W«wit UkentoeuljwtgttmTSKadaf,OeLUL,l92§, 
Aged two jean and eiglit djqn. 

6£ewed be the name cf the Ltrd,** 

HE'f gone. — I watcb'd the near appeo&di of deatb, 
I ladly nuurk'd the last £iUit lingeriiig Ineath. 
He's pale and cold — he emilea, he hears no morej 
His little earthly Joys and pains are o'er ; 
IIU mother's tears drop warmly on his face. 
He foels them not, nor heeds her fond embrace. 
TU rain to call my darling, vain to weep. 
Nought can awske him from his long, long sleep ; 
My bosom oft sustain'd his drooping bead. 
But cold and dreary must now be his bed ; 
No more with gentle voice his accents fall, 
Uls own mammals beloved name to call. 
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Can nothing now relieve my aching heart ? 
No balm to heal the deep corroding smart ? 

K' Oh yes ! while nature weeps o'er lifeless clay, 

1^ Faith points to regions of eternal day ; 
> A mother's feelings wring the parting sigh. 
But hope looks up, and soars beyond the sky. 

1^ Maternal love exclaims, '* Alas ! my son," 

But grace replies, " Oh Lord, thy will be done." 

k Freed from a body, oft with pain distrest, 

I He dwells above, in everlasting rest. 

^ No sin, no sorrow, now shall weigh him down j 
Without the conflict, he has gfun'd the crown* 
Hush then regret, each murm'ring thought be still. 
And bow submissive to his sovereign will ; 
Who, tho' he strike, in mercy sheaths the rod. 
And shows himself, an ever-present God. 
Farewell my babe ! I soon shall follow thee. 
But thou, alas ! shalt ne'er return to me — 
A long farewell — till the last trumpet's sound 
Shall wake thy slumb'ring ashes from the ground. 
Then may we meet, with all the ransom'd throng. 
And praise Immanuel's love, in endless song. 



EPITAPH ON PREDERICK AUGUSTUS W 

AOBD EIOHT VBARS, 
In Choriamb Churcli Yard, near Bath, 

Oh, U tbii all i Hu hop« bnt (pokeD 

So imMIy in the pweaU' ear ; 
To make them weep herpronuie broken. 
And uek the periah'd record here. 

Oh, whf did nature then bestow 
Her loreliest tints to deck our blosBOm, 

B'en while death aim'd the fatal blow. 
Which laid it low in earth's cold bogom. 

Parents rejoice ; for love snblime, 
Prom eartblj item, your plant has rirel 

To ripen in a brighter clime. 

And deck the glorioot fields of heaTen. 
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